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the duties, he did not exercise the powers, he did 
nothave the command, contemplated and provided 
by the act of 1798 creating the office of lieutenant 

eneral. Mr. Conrad, the former Secretary of 

Var, to whom a letter was addressed, asking his 
opinionas to the effect of the resolution, concurred 
with General Shields in the construction which 
he gave on this floor. 

In his letter he says: 

« In answer thereto, I beg leave to say that officers having 
prevet ranks are entitled to receive the pay and emoluments 
attached thereto, ‘when on duty, and having command 


according to their brevet rank, and at no other time.’—.2ct 


April 16, 1815. 
%; te order; therefore, to entitle a licutenant general by 


brevet to the pay and emoluments of his brevet rank, it 
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would be necessary for him to be on duty, and to have a | 


command appropriate to a lieutenant general. As the latter 
runk does not exist in our service, some regulation of the 
Department establishing its appropriate command, as in 


other cases, and an order assigning the officer to duty accord- | 


ing to his brevet rank, would be necessary in order to entitle |) 1855, General Scott’s monthly pay and allowances || 


him to receive the pay and emoluments attached to it.” 


The debate on that resolution clearly showed, 
that it was never contemplated that General Scott 
should be paid any arrears. In the first debate, 
on the 12th of February, 1851, Mr. Clay, of 
Kentucky, said: 

“Honors, by military men, are ever more highly appre- 
eiated than pay; and when they can be granted with no in- 
jury to our country, I think it is one of the cheapest modes 
in which we can reward them.”’ 

This compliment, however just to military men, 
as a class, was undeserved in this individual case, 


as the eager and greedy claims, and the elaborate \| fifty-two dollars more than General Washington 


and wire-drawn arguments of the claimant, fully 

rove. . 

And, sir, if this resolution bear the construc- 
tion alleged in the amendment now under consid- 
eration, it will prove the dearest honor ever con- 
ferred on an officer of our Army. Mr. Foote, of 
Mississippi, said: : 

‘It has been hinted to me that it is expected that a large 
additional pecuniary recompense is hereafter to be provided, 
in the event that the resolution should pass in its present 
fom.’ * * * “TE repeat that it has been suggested that itis 
in eontemplation to provide by law for alarge annual sti- 
pend, in addition to the pay of a major general, for the ben- 
efit of a particular military officer, in case we should adopt 
this resolution.’? 

Thereby showing that, according to his con- 
struction, it was necessary to legislate further in 
order to entitle General Scott to additional com- 
pensation. 
tions from many advocates and opponents of the 
resolution, which I might read for an hour to 
come, I turn to the Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Burzter,] and beg his attention to what he 
said upon that occasion: 


“Several gentlemen have asked, very emphatically, why | 


bestow this peculiar dignity upon General Scott—this gew- 
gaw, as ithas been called—this mere honor in the form of 
& resolution? 
Louisiana, what is the use of all this to General Scott? I 


vould ask, has there ever heen any use in the sprig of laure! | 
bestowed upon the brow of a conquering hero or a great | 
What is the use of that sprig of laurel? | | 


triot and general ? 
ou cannot wear it; you cannot eat it, nor use it; and yet 
Iwill venture the remark that a sprig of laurel, bestowed 
upon a triumphant general who has won areputation, has 
been a higher incentive to make generals than all other in- 


centives that could be employed. The sprig of laurel is | 


Worth no more than this tribute of historical respect to 
General Scott.” * 


That was its worth at the time the resolution | 


was under consideration. Now, by some mirac- 
ulous power, like that of transubstantiation, this 
sprig of laurel is made gold—this sprig of laurel, 
which could not be eaten, is to furnish General 
Scott food of the value of $25 20 per day, or more 
than nine thousand dollars per annum. What 
further is the fruit of that laurel which the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina then treated as a mere 

onor? [invoke the attention of the Senate to 
what will be the effect of the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia. I doubt whether there is 
an advocate of it on this floor whe can tell what 
pay will result from it to General Scott. I doubt 
whether there is one of them who, if he were 
furnished with a tabular statement of the pay and 
allowances of officers of the Army, could calculate 
nan hour, what General Scott will realize from 
i. Ihave put myself to the trouble, with some 
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Ani it bas been asked by my friend from | 
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| teach me—with the aid of the Senator from Cali- 
| fornia (Mr. Wetien]—of ascertaining the cost 
| of the amendment, if adopted. I intend to pre- 
| sent it to the country, if I cannot get the attention 
| of the Senate. It shows that what I alleged is 
| the fact, that it was not the intention of the au- 
thors of the resolution of February 15, 1855, to 
| reénact the law of 1798, creating the office of 
| lieutenant general. I make that assertion because 


should receive the pay and emoluments of that 


office, as provided for by thatlaw. General Scott 


| is not content, in peace, with the compensation || 


which was thought sufficient for the Father of his 


' 

et are not now content that General Scott 
| 

| 

| Country, even in time of war. 


Under the act of | 


| 1798, General Washington’s pay and allowances | 


per month, were $540. Under the President’s con- || 


struction of the resolution of the 15th of February, 


| amount to $592—fifty-two dollars more than was 
allowed General Washington. Under the act of 


| ally, to $6,480, during war. rtheamendment 
| which we now propose to adopt, General Scott’s 
| pay and allowances may exceed fifteen thousand 
| dollars per annum, in time of peace. General Scott 


1798 General Washington “ee amounted annu- | 
nde 


is not satisfied with the compensation of General | 


| 

| 

| Washington, under the act of 1798, or with the 

| greater pay allowed under the construction placed 
by the President on the resolution of 15th of Feb- 

ruary, 1855. 


He claims per month, not merely 


1 received, as allowed him by the President, but one 


Without multiplying these quota- | 





|| General Washington received. 


| hundred and thirty-three per cent. more than 
He claims what 


| will be equivalent to $1,256 per month, as his || Mexico as major general, and fifty dollars per 


, pay and allowances, exclusive of his transporta- 


| 


| tion. 

| 4 = ° 

| What will be the effect of this amendment as 
| to the arrears of pay? The President of the 
| United States has, by his construction of the res- 


brevet rank. What he claims, and what this 
proposition, if adopted, will allow him, will be, 

over and above what he has been paid out of the 
| Treasury of the United States under the con- 
struction of the President, the additional sum of 


five dollars and six cents, making the aggregate of 


sprig of laurel, this mere honor, this gewgaw, 
about forty thousand dollars! And he may realize 


uture! Such is the estimate of the Senator from 


calculations upon the data he has furnished. 
Mr. President, I have shown that it was not 
the true intent of the resolution of 1855 to give to 
General Scott the pay and allowances accorded to 
General Washington by the act of 1798. I now 


of arrears and future emoluments made up? 





lt is by taking the higher pay allowed to a lieu- 


tenant general in one instance, and the higher pay || 
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| General Scott claims under that act fort 
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instruction from those who were competent to || mand of a part of the Army of the United States 


in Mexico. 
Again: the act of 1798 allowed forty rations 


| = day to the commander-in-chief. It wasa very 


arge provision, made in contemplation of war. 
rations 
per day during peace as well as war. The act of 
1798 did not allow double rations under any cir- 
cumstances. Subsequent acts give a major gen- 
eral fifteen rations per day, and allow them to be 
doubled when he is commanding the Army, so as 


|| to make thirty rationsaday. General Scott claims 


his forty rations a day under the act of 1798, and 
to have those rations doubled, or to be allowed 
eighty rations per day, by warrant of no law 
whatever, but simply because the fifteen rations 
per day allowed a major general ordinarily are per- 
mitted by the law to be doubled when in command 
ofthe Army. That claim is to be approved and 
established by the adoption of this amendment. 

No servant was allowed the lieutenant general 
by the act of 1798; but four servants are allowed 
a major general; and General Scott, notwith- 
standing the brevet, and the increased pay de- 
manded for that rank, claims pay for four ser- 
vants as a major general. 

The lieutenant gencral ‘was allowed fifty dollars 
for forage, war being the contingency for which 


| it was provided. General Scott claims this fifty 


olution of February 15, 1855, allowed General || 
Scott $12,069, as arrears of pay by virtue of his 


about twenty-eight thousand nine hundred and | 


arrears which he may receive as the value of this | 


about fifteen thousand dollars per annum for the || 


propose to show that such is not the intent of | 
the pending amendment. How are the large sums || 
By |) 
a mixture of the pay and emoluments of the two | 
ranks of major general and lieutenant general, | 
under the several acts which have been passed. | 


allowed to a major general in another instance, | 


and blending them together. 
the act of 1798 no fuel and 
to the lieutepant general; 


I’or example: under 
arters were allowed 
ut under subsequent 


laws Major General Scott has drawn §1,225a year | 


for quarters and fuel. He claims that as a major 


general, at the same time claiming to be a lieu- | 


tenant general. But the same law which gave 
fuel and quarters directed when that allowance 
should be made, and said it should not be made 


to an officer who was provided with those neces- | 


saries by the Government--for instance, when he 
was in the ficld, in tents. General Scott, regard- 
less of this law, and in violation of it, claims as 
due him $1,225 per annum for fuel and quarters 
in the city of Washington, while he was in com- 





|as brevet lieutenant general. 





| no inco 
California [Mr. Wenver] as presented to the || 
|| Senate the otherday. It is sustained by my own | 


dollars for forage, since the war with Mexico, 
A major general 
is allowed ordinarily but twenty-four dollars 
per month for forage; but in time of war he 
is allowed for forage fifty-six dollars a month. 
Hence General Scott claims that he shall receive 
fifty-six dollars per month during the war with 


month subsequently as lieutenant general. 
Now, let us see what the aggregate sum of 
these claims will be, if allowed. General Scott’s 


| pay proper amounts to $270 per month, or $3,240 


perannum. His rations—eighty per day claimed 
for himself, and four per day for his servants— 


| amount, in a month of thirty days, to $756, orto 
| $9,197 a year. This is part of the sprig of laurel 
| which could not be eaten ! i 


Provisions, enabling 
General Scott to feast like Lucullus or Sardanap- 
alus! Nine thousand dollars a year merely to 
provide his table comforts! Then, in forage, he 
gets fifty dollars a month in peace, amounting to 


| $6000 year. Forservants, he is allowed seventy- 


eight dollars per month, amounting to $936 a year. 


His allowance for fuel and quarters is $102 per 


month, amounting to $1,225ayear. These items 
give hing, without transportation, which is of itself 

Weidcrable item, and which has been a 
source of 1m little profit to General Scott—ower 
$15,000 perannum. You see, sir, in order to real- 


| ize this large amount, General Scott appears in 





' two distinet characters, now as major general, 
|| now as lieutenant general, elaiming the highest 


allowances of both ranks at the same time. It is 
not the rank without pay, but the pay without 
rank, that he secks. It is not the‘laurel, but the 
loaves and fishes, that he covets. He exults over 
the honor of his brevet when it increases his com- 
pensation—he declines it when it diminishes his 
compensation. 

I challenge the advocates of this measure’ to 
repeat and sustain the assertion that the resolu- 
tion of the 15th of February, 1855, was intended 
to give to Genefal Scott the pay and allowances 
of a lieutenant general. They deny it by the 
amendment they now offer. They propose to 
give more than a major general and more than a 
lieutenant general is allowed by law. Strip the 
amendment of all disguise, and its effect is to give 
him a large bounty for pretended arrears of pay, 
without reason and regardless of law; and to give 
him annually, in the future, er double the 
compensation of any other officer of our Govern 
ment in the United States, cxcept the President, 

Mr. President, if such a claim were preferred 
by any subaltern officer in the Army, under sim- 
ilar circumstances, it would not, in imy opinion, 
receive the support of a respectable minority of 
the Senate; it would be treated with ridicule, con- 
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tempt, and scorn. Indeed, sir, if such a claim |! other officer of the Army. He has less cause to | eral Washington, because that would be treason. a 
had been urged by a subaltern officer, I believe || complain of the smallness of the compensation || I know that if I were to attempt it, I should find the 
he would have been court-martialed. Can high || granted him than we have to complain of the || myself throwing him in the shade of the contrast Cas 
rank-~can elevated official position justify, oreven || largeness of his demands; and I might add, the | with the historical reputation of the greatest man is g 
excuse, these extraordinary and iHewal demands | illegality of his graspings. The President has || that lived in hisage. I shali not attempt it, My siti" 
of General Scott? Shall we, sir, approve and pay | been but too generous to him in the liberal allow- || veneration, gratitude, and all that can contribyie com 
them? Shall we, by the adoption of this propo- || ances granted, and the Secretary of War but too | to form an opinion, would forbid, as a matter of that 
sition, rebuke the Secretary of War for his firm- just to the country in the exorbitant demands judgment, that I should attempt any such com- ean 
ness and integrity in resisting these monstrous, || refused; but neither the legal justice of the one, | parison. I will say, however, that if General ingt 
exorbitant, illegal, and unwarrantable claims, and || nor the partial equity of the other, will satisfy || Scott were to die to-morrow, I would vote $40,000 a 
say that he has done injustice to the old soldier, || the insatiate desires of General Scott. He ap- || to make a monument to him; but I prefer now to fr j 
and we will redress his wrongs by granting all || peals to Congress, and you are about to decide in | have a living monument of our gratitude and Mag. but 
that he asks? favor of his claim, against the law and the equity || nanimity, instead of one of marble, to a man who ia 
Sir, not only is this measure at variance with | of the case, and without an excuse to sustain || has sustained the reputation of his country, anil 
all past legislation on the subject of our military || your judgment, in my a unless it be the | If General Scott, according to the construction onl 
establishment—not only is*it contrary to the act || alarming plethora of the Treasury and the neces- || of the act creating the office of lieutenant gen- nex 
of 1798, and to subsequent congressional enact- || sity of depletion. : ; '| eral, is entitled to this pay—lI did not say origin. nie! 
ments in regard to the pay of a major general, but Mr. BUTLER. It is somewhat singular, Mr. | ally, when I voted for it, that he was entitled to out 
it is at war with our whole policy in respect to | President, that the first speech I ever made in the || it—and it brings with it something to feed him, of 0 
claims for arrears of pay. If an officer of the || Senate was against bestowing the rank of lieuten- || something to clothe him, and something, as tie ast 
Army asks for a pension because of disability || ant general upon one of the civilians of this coun- || gentleman has said, to support his table, lam per- if it 
incurred from wounds received in the public ser- | try—I mean Colonel Benton. I have no unkind || fectly satisfied. What has been his table? It has seal 
vice in time of war, the law and the practice of || feelings toward him; on the contrary, [ proclaim || not been the table of selfishness. In Mexico, as A 
the Departments allow him pay only from the || here that my feelings have become rather kindly || 1 know, his guests were those who participated don 
time he completes his proof of disability. In the || towards him in some consjderations, than other- || in, and not only participated in but exhausted his the 
several acts creating widows’ pensions, adverted || wise. But the first speech 1 ever made in the | hospitality, and he had to borrow money. For tens 
to the other day by the Senator from Missouri, || Senate of the United States was against creating |! whom did he borrow it? Not for himself; but for colo 
{Mr. Green,} wherever it was contemplated by || a lieutenant generaley over General Scott. I said || the honor of his flag, and the honor of his coun- éont 
the law-maker to allow any arrears of pension, it | then, and I maintain it now, that General Scott || try. When you talk of giving money for schemes law 
was so expressly provided in the law. In the | was entitled to the first rank, as far as I had any | of speculation, three or four millions of dollars is the 
several general pension laws—that of 1828, that || opportunities of judging of military qualifications, || considered as nothing; but when you speak of of ¢ 
of 1832, that of 1838, and indeed in all of them— | and I will say that the events have illustrated and || giving General Scott the pay that attaches to the of | 
wherever it was intended to allow anything ante- || verified all that [ undertook to maintain on that || rank of lieutenant general, from the taking of oft 
rior to the date of the act, it was so expressly || occasion. The most scientific men in the Army— || Vera Cruz, objection is made to it. Lam nota wit! 
provided. According to universal construction, | not the mere chivalrous young men, but the first | military crilic, but I understand from military befc 
all laws take effect from their date. The idea || men in the Army—have maintained that he was | critics that the landing of our troops and the but 
that, by retrospective operation of the resolution || entitled to this position. If that rank had been | taking of Vera Cruz was one of the most marked ont 
of February, 1855, General Scott should be re- | conferred upon Colonel Benton, I suppose my || achievements in military history. M 
garded and treated as a lieutenant general from || friend from Alabama would Sevenoneneel to him | It was at the very time, when General Scott the | 
the date of his distinguished services in Mexico, || \he right to all this pay. He would have a right || was besieging Vera Cruz, that it was proposed to M 
and realize the pay and allowances of that grade, || to all the pay which was carried incidentally with | supersede him by alieutenant general who would thor 
is utterly preposterous; because, to sustain sucha || the rank, and he would have been entitled to it; || have obtained all this pay, because if Colonel rules 
claim, you mustsuppose that he had been specially || and yet the man that went into battle—into a || Benton had been made lieutenant general he would Arm 
assigned to the command of lieutenant general, || campaign—and has won the right to it, is to be || have had the pay attached to the rank. I do not M 
had discharged the duties of that command, and | denied that which I suppose the Democratic party || say that Colonel Benton would have failed in Pres 
had rendered the services required of him in that || at that day was willing to confer on another. |, Mexico; but when it was proposed to make Colo- the | 
position, at a time when no such rank was in I said some time since, that perhaps partiality || nel Bentona lieutenant general, I opposed it in the M 
existence. Pay docs not attach to the mere title || had some little influence on me. I say it now. | || first speech I ever made in the Senate. I hope imm 
or office of brevet. Pay is the reward of service agree to what my friend from Alabama said, that | that gentleman will understand that I have no was 
performed in the rank to which a man is bre- || I did regard it as throwing the laurel upon the || unfriendly feelings towards him; my feelings are in th 
veted; and no one can believe or will say that || brow of General Scott. Yes, sir, I regarded him || rather the contrary to him. I maintained then, Scot 
General Scott wore the brevet of lieutenant gen- || as passing through the epee. sam arch, and that || that he should not have the rank which General offic: 
eral, or occupied the rank of Jieutenant general, | the country was awarding to him the laurel as he |; Scott had earned by his achievements, which I ther 
or had the command of a lieutenant general, or || returned in triumph from Mexico. That was my || do not think could have been excelled in any war mon 
was assigned to the duties of a lieutenant general, || feeling; that was my belief; that was my senti- || I believe, that at the termination of the Mexican lient 
anterior to the passage of the resolution of the | ment. I thought that, as he returned to his coun- |} war, witlr his eight thousand men, he could have sim 
15th of February, 1855. | try, it was not an ovation, but a triumph, and || whipped any sixteen thousand men that could whe 
I object, then, to this amendment, because it || that the laurel had been bestowed on him; and I || have been brought on the field of battle anywhere. not 
does not give the true interpretation of the reso- || was willing it should be bestowed on him. i| | would risk the eight thousand men in Mexico Con 
lution of February 15, 1855, or that which was. I rejoice that the grant of the commission of a || under General Scott, with my friend [Mr. We1- way 
given by its advocates before its adoption by Con- || lieutenant general to General Scott carried with |! Ler] among them, and they could have whipped my 
gress. 1 object to the amendment, becaugp it pro- || it more than a laurel. I do not hesitate to say.|/ any sixteen thousand men that could be brought fort 
poses to give in pay and allowances to General | that I rejoice at it. Suppose I were to make a || againstthem. [Laughter.] That is my opinion. this 
Scett more than he would receive if the resolution || grant to-morrow to any one of what was supposed || Who were they? They were volunteers who Und 
of February, 1855, had reénacted the fifth section | to be mere barren land, and suppose it should || went to Mexico intending to distinguish them- into 
of the act of 1798, creating the office of lieutenant |, contain treasure—gold,silver,and preciousstones: || selves. They approached to the spirit of the men N 
general. I object to it, because it gives to General || am I to a him the right to the grant? No, | who fell at Thermopyle. They had either to Alal 
Seott even more than any law that is or has been || sir. When I made the grant to General Scott I || fight, or to run and be condemned in a gazette, Pre: 
upon our statute-books, relating to the pay and || really believed, at the time, that it was one of || and a gazette is a pretty hard thing to hear. of v 
allowances of Army officers, would warrant. I | those things which,in Roman language, conveyed 1 say give this pay to the old veteran. I[ would bill. 
object to it, because it is couched in such language || an emblem of glory; but Lam rejoiced that I made || give it to him asa pension. I hada right to give deci 
as to make upon the public mind the impression || a grant which carried with it more than that. Let |! him this rank, and I shall rejoice to see him receive the} 
that it is but carrying out the intention of a for- || them take the scales to-morrow, and put the blood || the pay attaching to it. Ido not believe in the inte 
mer act of Congress, and according to General | he has shed in battle in one scale, and the money || notion of raising monuments of marble costing ran] 
Scott his just and legal rights; whereas, in truth, | in the other—let them take the reputation which |) twenty or thirty thousand dollars to the memory him 
it 18 bestowing upon him a pure gratuity of more |, General Scott has acquired in history, and put the || of a man when you deny him the right to live Hot 
than twenty-eight thousand dollars of pretended || money in the other—and as a judge I will say, | and be cloted in his own lifetime. grea 
arrears of pay, and increasing his present com- || that the country has gained a reputation by the || Mr. TOOMBS. I will beg the indulgence of and 
pensation of fully $10,000 a year to about fifteen || services of General Scott, and I am not going to } the Senate for less than ten minutes, to allow me of C 
thousand dollars & year; and this, too, in conces- || deprive him of the advantage of it. I thank God || to make a brief reply to some remarks—I do not Pre: 
sion to a ravenous cupiditywhich is untrammeled || that he has won it. intend to answer the argument—of one gentleman righ 
by personal or official pride, and can scarcely be || Sir, General Scott has not appropriated his pay || [Mr. Cay] who has spoken elaborately and ably mitt 
restrained by the laws of the land, or the regula- || to himself. I am told by those who served in ||on this subject. I shall simply give the reason is th 
tionsof the Army. And this is done on the ground Mexico that he never spent a dollar for himself, || why, admitting that he has been successful 1n his but 
of his great services and small pay, notwithstand- || and at this day he is poor. A man who has had the || position, the Senate ought to vote differently from ence 
ing General Scott has always claimed and received || temptations of Cesar, and has demeaned himself || the way he proposes to vote. care 
more compensation in pay and allowances than || with the purity of Camillus, when he hod armies Before I proceed, I desire to tender my thanks sold 
any other cificer of the same rank ever claimed or | at his command—I do not say he could have com- | to my honorable friend from California, [Mr- time 
received; and notwithstanding he has gotten for his || manded them for his own purposes, for they were | We tter,} who, with his usual candor and mag- try | 
services from 28th December, 1846, to October 31, || citizens of the United States, and 1 do not believe || nanimity, when his objection to this proposition anni 
1855—a period of less than nine years—near || he could have done so—but with all the tempta- was answered by an amendment to it, conced mor 
$89,000. Far from regarding him neglected or || tions before him he*has never abused the trust || it. It was worthy of him, and of his character than 
orly compensated, I think he has been more |} that has been committed to him. 1 do not ynder- || for candor and fair dealing as a slator, seek- the | 
feunced and better paid for his services than any !| take to say that | would compare him with Gen. |) ing truth and right, and then to follow them. our | 
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orable gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 
ey There Oe historical fact in which he 
js greatly mistaken. I think he is rather too sen- 
sitive in supposing that nobody ought to hold the 
commission that the Father of his Country heid; 
that is carrying his veneration rather too far. I 
can tell my honorable friend that General Wash- | 


ington never held the commission of a lieutenant || 
5 


eneral. Being a full general in the Revolution, | 
in 1798 Congress made him a lieutenant general; 
but deeming it beneath his former rank, he, with 
his usual modesty, waived it without rejecting it, 
and accepted the command in chief of the Army; 
and Congress, on discovering the error, at the 
next session corrected it, and conferred on him 
his former rank of general, which he held through- 
out the Revolution; and therefore the objection 
of my honorable friend falls to the ground. I do 
not think there is anything in the objection, even 
jf it was true; but not being correct as a histor- 
ical fact, it is pointless. 

Another objection of the Senator is, that he 
doubts the constitutionality of giving power to 
the commanding general of the Army (the lieu- 
tenant general) to appoint six or three lieutenant 
colonels. Mr. President, that is now not worth | 
consideration. Theact of 1798did it, and ifit was 
lawful in 1798, itis to-day. Idonotconcur with 
the Senator at all; for I hold that the appointment 
of all the officers is within the absolute control 
of law. The law can regulate the appointment 
of the subordinate officers of the Army. I differ 
with the honorable Senator. I differed with him 
before in reference to the officers of the Navy; 
but I have heretofore expressed my opinions fully 
on that subject, and will not repeat them. 

Mr. CASS. Where do you find the power in 
the Constitution? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I find in the Constitution au- 
thority to raise and support armies, and make 
rules and regulations for the government of the 
Army and Navy. , 

Mr. CASS. ‘They must be appointed by the 


President, by and with the advice and consent of || 


the Senate. 
Mr. TOOMBS. That, however, is wholly | 
immaterial. It was one of those cavils which I 
was sorry to see the Senator from Michigan make | 
in this case. This proposition enables General 
Scott to do what he has done—designate certain 
officers now in commission to act as his aids, and | 
thereby get the rank of lieutenant colonel. The | 
moment they are not his aids, they are no longer 
lientenant colonels. It is a brevet rank, created | 
simply by appointing them his aids, and falls | 
| 





when they cease to occupy that position. It is || expected would be due to the rank when we voted | 


to create it; but I cannot under the circumstances | 
| 
| 
| 


not giving them offices, in the language of the 
Constitution, by legal intendment, or in any other 


way. I know that the military experience of || 


my honorable friend—although it has been over | 
forty years since he was in the Army, and upon 
this point I am constrained to differ from him. | 
Under this bill, General Scott can bring nobody | 
into the Army. 

Now, as to the argument of my friend from | 
Alabama, I have this to say: I do not think the | 


President of the United States or the Secretary || 


of war needs any vindication in reference to this 
bill. Ido not ask the Senate to say that they 
decided right or wrong. I do not know whether 
they did one or the other, and I do not care. I | 
intended to givethis gallant old soldier the brevet | 
rank of lieutenant general, and I intended to give | 
him the emoluments of it. I voted for it in both 
Houses of Congress. I intended to give him the | 
greatest emoluments that the rank would confer, | 
and I honestly believe that that was the intention 
of Congress. If we failed in our intention, if the 
President was right, if the Secretary of War was 
right, if they construed our law right, we com- 
mitted a blunder, and I want to correct it. That 
is the whole question. I have no other argument 
but that. 
ence on this subject. I have not read it; I do not 
care to read it. I know that General Scott is a 
soldier, a patriot, and a gentleman, who, in his | 
time, has conferred more honor on his own coun- 
try than any living American. I know that the 


‘a have two comments to make on the speech of 


I have not4ooked into the correspond- || 





annals of ancient and modern times present no 
more brilliant in the history of any country 
than that which records his military conduct from 
the day he landed at Vera Cruz until he planted 
our colors on the capitol of Mexico. For these 


great and brilliant services, I, as one of the rep- 
resentatives of the great and free people upon 
| whom his deeds have shed so amik luster and 
renown, intend to give him honorable rewards, 
| both in rank and money. If the resolution for 


| 





| blunder, and ask him to do this act of magna- 
nimity and justice, so correct in itself, so honor- 


| able to the Republic, so grateful to the declining | 


| years of an illustrious citizen, who is already en- 
rolled ‘‘among those few immortal names that 
| were not born to die.’’ 


|. Mr. PUGH. I wish to ask whether the pend- | 


| ing question is on the amendment to the amend- 
ment? 
Mr. WELLER. I understand that the ques- 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
| Georgia. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator | 


from Georgia modified his amendment, and the 
| question is on the amendment as modified. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I amended my own amend- 
| ment. 
Mr. BIGGS. I ask that the whole amend- 
ment as modified be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


And be. it further enacted, That the joint resolution ap- 
proved February 15, 1855, * authorizing the President of the 
United States to confer the title of heutenant general by 
| brevet,” shall be so construed from and after March 29, 
| 1847, in favor of the brevet lieutenant general appointed 
| under said act, while exercising command according to that 
rank, as to entitle him to the pay, allowances, and staff 
specified in the fifth section ofthe act approved May 28, 1798, 
‘authorizing the President to raise a provisional army ;”’ 
and also the allowances made in the sixth section of the 
act approved August 23, 1842, granting additional rations to 
certain officers : Provided, however, and it is hereby declared, 
That the brevet lieutenant general shall not, except in 
time of war, be entitied to more than two aids and one sec- 


tion of February 15, 1855, have any retrospective effect in 
| regard to those aids or the staff of General Scott, antece- 
| dently to his appointment to the rank of brevet lieutenant 
general. 


Mr. PUGH called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


self, that whilst I have very high regard for Gen- 
eral Scott, and very great admiration for his 





which I voted failed to do it, I come here to-night, 
} and, if my friend wishes it, 1 will confess my | 





retary ; nor shall this act, nor the above mentioned resolu- | 


' I do not want to delay this | 
bill by debate, but I must say, in justice to my- | 


| many high qualities and military fame, I do not | 


think it just to the country to put upon this bill 
such a measure as this. It ought to come up as 
a separate, independent proposition, and even in 
that point of view it seems to me that the allow- 
| ances are extravagant. I for one cannot vote for 
it. Iam willing to give him the highest pay we 


vote for this amendment. Nobody can regret 
more than I do the necessity which compels me 
to vote against it. 

| Mr. STUART. I desire to say that I have 
| paired off with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
any who, if he were here, would vote 
| for this amendment, and I would vote against it. 
The Secretary proceeded to call the roll; when 
| his name was called, 

Mr. WELLER said: Before I vote, I desire to 
| know what the question is. 


| 


the adoption of his amendment as modified ? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

| the roll having been commenced, the question is 

| not open to debate. 

Mr. WELLER. I know that itis not open to 

| debate, but I desire to ask what is the question? 


be allowed. 

| Mr. WELLER. Iam not prepared to vote 
| until I understand the question, and I know of no 
rule which authorizes the President to gag me. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from California is not in order. 

Mr. WELLER. Then the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia does not vote—that is all. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I desire to say that I 
have paired off with the Senator from Wisconsin, 
| Mr. Dopnce, who is detained from the Senate on 
| 





account of illness. He would vote for the amend- 
ment, and I against it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to change my vote. 
I first voted ‘‘ yea,”’ but for the purpose of moving 
a reconsideration, I choose to vote “ nay.”” 


I understood the | 
| Senator from Georgia to amend his amendment, | 
‘| and I wish to know whether the question js on | 


The call of | 


| The PRESIDENT protempore. No debate can | 
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The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 23; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Butier, Collamer, Crittenden 
Douglas, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, Jones of 
Tennessee, Nourse, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Se , Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, 
Wilson, and Wright—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Brodhead, Brown, 
Cass, Clay, Evans, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Houston, 
Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Pugh, Reid, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Toucey, and Yulee—23. 

Mr. WELLER. Now, Mr. President, [ choose, 
with your permission, to inquire what this vote 
was about—whether it was upon the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia to his own amend- 
ment, or whether it WAs upon the original amend- 
ment as amended 7 him? That was what I de- 
sired to ascertain when I rose before the vote was 
announced, If it was upon the proposition offered 
by the Senator from Georgia last, I desired to vote 
for it; but if the vote was upon the whole prop- 
osition, I intended to vote against it; and there- 
fore it was, when my name was called, and as I 
had a right to do—for I understand my rights as 
well as anybody else, and do not choose to be in- 
structed by the Chair—that I rose for the purpose 


| of ascertaining what the question was before the 


Senate, not for the purpose of debate; for I know 
the rules as well as the Chair does, and that debate 
is not in order when the roll is being called. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will always be gratified by instruction from any 
Senator—not the least by the Senator from Cali- 
fornia; but the Chair understands that the rules 
of the Senate do not allow the call of the yeas 
and ngys to be suspended by any debate. The 
Chair is further informed that, according to the 
courtesy of the Senate, when a Senator has paired 
off, he is allowed to state that fact during the call 
of the roll. The Chair, therefore, thought it his 
duty to call the Senator to order for debating the 
question while the yeas and nays were being 
called. If the Senator desires it, by general acqui- 
escence the amendment on which the vote was 
taken will be read for his information. 

Mr. WELLER. I had a right, before I cast 
my vote, to know what the question was; and I 
respectfully asked the Chair to state what the 
question was upon which the last vote was takefl. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
cannot allow debate when there is no question 
before the Senate. If no further amendment be 
offered, the question will be on ordering the 
amendments to be engrossed, and the bill to be 
read a third time. 

Mr. WELLER. 
now? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Amendments 
have been made to it in Committee of the Whole, 
and one has been adopted in the Senate; and if 
there be no further amendments offered, the ques- 
tion wil) be on ordering the amendments to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. WELLER. I choose to ask, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the Secretary read the amendment, as 
it has been amended. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By the gen- 
eral acquiescence of the Senate it can be done. 

Mr. WELLER. I demand it as a matter of 
right; not by the acquiescence of the Senate, I 
do not choose to put it on that ground, 

The Secretary read the amendmentas amended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have an amend- 
ment to offer by permission of the Committee on 
Military Affairs. It is to add as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That for the purchase of Mount 
Vernon, and forthe establishment of a military school there 
for the instruction of youth in cavalry tactics, $500,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is this amendment in order? 
It comes from no commiittec. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It comes from thie 
Committee on Military Affairs. I want a vote 
on it by the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
considers the amendment in order, coming from 
a committee. : 

Mr. SEWARD. Letthe amendment be read. 

The Sceretary again read it. 

Mr.SEWARD. Is it in order to move to 
amend that amendment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be in 
order to do so. 

Mr. SEWARD. Then I move to strike out 
all the amendment except that which relates to 


How does that bill stand 
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the appropriation for the purchase of Mount | with certain amendments. I ask that it be con- 


Vernon, without any destination in regard to it, 
#0 that it will read: 
For the purchase of Mount Vernon, £500,000, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 offer that amend- 
ment for the benefit of my friends here who voted 
against the proposition for the purchase of the 
Hermitage. It is the identical amendment offered 
by the Senator from Louisiana, and he pledged 
himself, as I understood him, to vote for it. 

Mr. SEWARD. If the honorable Senator 
appeals to me, I will say that [ did not pledge 
myseif to vote with the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana; but I did pledge myself to vote 
4500,000 for the purchase of Mount Vernon; and 

hope the honorable Senator will agree with me, 
that it is becoming and due to the memory of 
Washington, and the character of the American 
people, to purchase it without reservations or lim- 
jlalions, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
agree to any such thing. 


No, sir; I do not 
[ want to be practical. 


| 


| 








I wish to honor eesy of Washington prac- || 


tically. I desire to establish a military school 


there, and I wish a vote taken on the proposition | 


just as it is, in order to see who is for it and who 
against it. 


‘Tennessee will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
draw it. If any man will vote against it, 1 wish 
to know who it is. 


Mr. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays |; 


on the amendment to the amendment, and they 
were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 
18, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Bell of New Hampshire, Brodhead, Col- 
lamer, Durkee, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Mason, Nourse, 


Pratt, Pugh. Seward, Thomsen of New Jersey, ‘Toucey, | 


Trumbull, Wilson, and Wright—1e 
NAYS--Messrsa. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 


ree, Benjamin, Biggs, Bright, Butler, Clay, Evans, Fitch, | 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Houston, unter, Iverson, | 


Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Pearce, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, Wade, Weller, and Yulee 

On 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
avreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Tennessee. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas || 


and nays; and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 6, nays 41; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Butler, lverson, Johason, Jones of Ten- | 


nessec, Rusk, and Weller—6. 
NAY S—Measrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of New 


I will not with- | 


| other works of defense, and for a of bar- || 
|| racks and quarters, for the year en 
Mr. HUNTER. I none the Senator from |} 


YE : oan . | 
| Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 566) reducing the | 
duty on imports, and for other purposes. 


Hampshire, Benjamin, Biggs, Brodhead, Collamer, Durkee, || 


Evans, Fish, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Poot, Foster, Geyer, Green, 
Gwin, Hale, Uarlan, Houston, Hunter, Jones of Lowa, Ma- 
son, Nourse, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Seward, Slidell, 


Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, || 


‘Toombs, ‘Toueey, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, Wright, and 
Yulee—4l. 


So the amendment was rejected, 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to offer the following 
amendment to the bill, as an additional section: 

-fnd he it further enacted, That out of any money in the 
Treasury, the sum of $30,000 be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of investigating the etiology and pathology of epidemic 
cholerg, to be expended under the supervision of the Secre- 
tary of War by the committee of the Americau Medical As- 
sociation appointed to investigate said subjects. 

I have only to say that this vee has been 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs in 
the louse of Representatives, and the chairman 
of that committee was exceedingly anxious to 
have the appropriation made. 1 would have 
been offered in the House of Representatives but 
for the fact that they were prevented from offer- 
ing any amendments whatever to the bill by the 
operation of the previous peas: I offer it in 
good faith; and I have no doubt, if it is adopted, 
that many practical benefits will result from it. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


No further amendment being offered to the bill, 
the amend ments were ordered to be engrossed, and 
the bill to be read a third time. It was read the 
third time, and passed. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the bill of 
the House of Representatives (No. 852) to estab- 
lish certain post roads in the United States and 
the Territories thereof, have had the same under 
consideration, and instruct me to report it back 


1} 


|| medicinal roots, leaves, gums, and resins in a crude state, || 
| not otherwise provided for; wares—chemical, earthen, or 
| pottery, of a capacity exceeding ten gallons, shall be trans- | 


: -—- : = enn 


; bill. 


| do recommend, to the respective Houses as fellows: 


| three, 


sidered now. ue ‘ 1 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded || 
as in Committee of the Whole to consider the || 


Mr. RUSK. I see nouse inreading the amend- | 
ments of the committee or the bill. 

Mr. STUART. They need not be read. They | 
relate to nothing but the establishment of post 
routes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires 
unanimous consent to dispense with the reading. 

There being no objection, the reading of the 
billand amendments at length was dispensed with, 
and the amendments of the committee were agreed 
to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, | 
and the amendments, made as in Committee of 
the Whole, were concurred in, and ordered to be 


engrossed, and the bill reada third time. It was 
read the third time and passed. 1) 
FORTIFICATION BILL. | 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
634) making appropriations for fortifications and 


} ing the 30th | 
of June, 1858, reported it without amendment. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cutxiom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 533) 
for the relief of Jedediah Lathrop and sureties. 





March 2, 


SEE et 
gaiters, or buttons, exclusively, not combined with India 
rubber ; music, printed with lines, bound or unbound h 
palm, teal, and cocoa-nut ; Prussian blue ; sodaash ; Spie 
of all kinds; wateh materials, and unfinished parts “J 
watches ; wood or pastil, shall be transferred to schedule i 
And be it further enacted, That on and after the Ist day 
of July, 1857, the goods,wares, and merchandise mentioned 
in schedule I, made part hereof, shall be exempt from dut 
and entitled to free entry. y 


Schedule I. 


All books, maps, charts, mathematical nautical instry. 
ments, philosophical apparatus, and all other articles what. 








3; Oils 


| ever, imported for the use of the United States ; all phijo. 


sophical apparatus, instruments, books, maps, and charts; 
statues; statuary; busts and casts of marble, bronze, ala. 
baster, or plaster of Paris; paintings and drawings; etc). 
ings; specimens of sculpture; cabinets of coins, medals 

gems, and all collections of antiquities; Provided, Tia 
same be specially imported, in good faith, for the use of an 

society, incorporated or established for philosophical or |jt- 
erary purposes, or for the encouragement of the fine arts 

or for the use, or by the order, of any college, academy. 
school, or seminary of learning in the United States ; ani. 
mal carbon, (bone black ;) animals, living, of all kinds: 
argol, or crude tartar; articles, in a crude state, used in 
dyeing or tanning, not otherwise provided for; bark, Pery. 
vian ; bells, old, and bell metal; berries, nuts, flowers 

plants, and vegetables, used exclusively in dyeing or in com. 
posing dyes, but no article shall be classed as such that hag 
undergone any manufacture ; bismuth ; bitter apples ; bolt. 
ing cloths ; bones, burnt, and bone dust; books, maps, and 
charts, imported by authority of the Joint Library Commit. 
tee of Congress, for the use of the Library of Congress; 
Provided, That if in any case a contract shall have been 
made with any bookseller, importer, or other person, for 
books, maps, or charts, in which contract the bookseller, 
importer, or other person, shall have paid the duty, or in- 
cluded the duty in said contract, in such case the duty 
shall not be remitted ; brass in bars and pigs, or when old 
and fit only to be remanufactured ; Brazil wood 3 brazilletto, 
and ail other dyewoods, in sticks ; bullion, gold and silver; 
| burr stones, wrought or unwrought, but unmanufactured ; 





Also, the bill of the Senate (No. 556) to con- 
stitute Selma, in the State of Alabama, a port of 
delivery. 

Also, a bill (H. R. No. 289) for the benefit of | 
John W. Cox;in which the concurrence of the | 
Senate was requested. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 

A message was received from the House of | 
Representatives, by Mr. Cuttom, its Clerk, an- | 
nouncing that the House had adopted the report | 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
vote of the two Houses on the amendment of the 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing vote of 
the two Houses on the bill (HI. R. No. 566) reducing the 
duty on imports, and for other purposes, having met, after 
full and free conference, have agreed to recommend, and 


That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, and agree 
Uiereto with amendments, as follows : 

In line thirteen, on page 1, strike out the words “ twenty- 
» and insert ** twenty-four ;”’ and strike out all after 
the word * that,” in line eight, page 2, to the end of the 
section, page 4, and in licu thereof insert: 

All manufactures composed wholly of cotton, which are 
bleached, printed, or dyed, and de laines, shall be trans- 
ferred to schedule C. Japanned leather, or skins, of all 
kinds, shall be transferred to schedule D. Ginger, green, 
ripe, dried, preserved, or pickled ; ochres and ochrey earths ; 


terred to schedule E. Borate of lime; coculla, or tow of 
hemp or flax, shall be transferred to schedule PF. Anti- | 
mony, crude or regulus of; barks of all kinds, not other- | 
wise provided for; camphor, crude ; cantharides ; carbonate | 
of soda; emery, in lump Or pulverised ; Truits—green, ripe, 
or dried ; gums—Arabic, Barbary, copal, East India, Jeddo, 
Senegal, substitute, tragacanth, and all other gums and | 
resins in a crude state; machinery exclusively designed | 
and expressly imported for the manufacture of flax and 
linen goods ; sponges ; tin in plates or sheets, galvanized | 
or ungalvanized; woods— namely, cedar, lignum vite, 
ebony, box, granadilla, mahogany, rosewood, satinwood, | 
and all cabinet woods, shall be transferred to schedule G. 
} 
} 


Acids—acetic, benzoic, boracic, citric, muriatic, white and 


yellow oxalic, pyroligneous and tartaric, and all otheracids || 


of every description, used for chemical or manufacturing | 
purposes, not otherwise provided for; aloes; amber; ain- | 
bergris ; anise-seed, annatto, Rouen or Orleans; arsenic ; | 
articles not in a crude state, and used in dyeing or tanning, 


bleaching powder, or chloride of lime; borax, crude; bou- 
cho leaves ; brimstone, crude or in bulk ; cameos ; mosaics, 
diamonds, gems, pearls, rubies, and other precious stones, 
not set; chalk; clay; cochineal; cocoa; cocoa-nuts, and 
cocoa shells; cork tree bark ; cream of tartar; extract of | 
indigo ; extracts and decoctions of logwood and other dye- 
woods, not otherwise provided for; extract of madder; | 
flint, ground ; grindstones ; “— percha, anmanufactured ; | 
India-rubber, in bottles, slabs, or sheets, unmanulactured ; | 


not otherwise provided for ; assafeetida ; asphaltum ; barilla ; i] 
| 


India-rubber, milk of; indigo; lac spirits; lac sulphur ; | 
lastings, cut in strips or patterns of the size and shape for 
shoes, slippers, boots, bootees, gaiters, or buttons, exclu- 
sively, not combined with India rubber; manufactures of 
mohair cloth, silk twist, or other manufactures of cloth 
suitable for the manufacture of shoes, cut in strips or pat- 
terns of the size and shape for shoes, slippers, boots, bootees, 


|| cabinets of coins, medals, and other collections of antiqui- 


ties ; coffee and tea when imported direct from the place 
of their growth or production in American vessels, or in 
foreign vessels entitled by reciprocal treaties to be exempt 
from discriminating duties, tonnage, and other charges; 
coffee, the growth or production of the possessions of the 


| Netherlands, imported from the Netherlands in the same 


manner; coins, gold, silver, and copper; copper ore ; cop- 
| per, when imported tor the United States Mint; copper in 

pigs or bars, or when old and fit only to be remanufactured; 

cotton; cutch; dragon’s blood ; felt, adhesive, for sheath- 

ing vessels ; flax, unmanufactured ; garden seeds, and all 
| other secds for agricultural, horticultural, medicinal, and 
manufacturing purposes, not otherwise provided for ; glass, 
when old and fit only to be remanufactured ; goods, wares, 
and merchandise, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the United States, exported to a foreign country and brought 
back to the United States in the same condition as when 
exported, upon which no drawback or bounty has been al- 
lowed: Provided, That ail regulations to ascertain the iden- 
tity thereof, prescribed by existing laws, or which may 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be 
complied with ; guano; houschold effects, old, and in use 
| of persons or famties from foreign countries, if used abroad 
by them, and not intended for any other person or persons, 
or for sale; ice; ivory, unmanutfactured ; junk, old; lin- 
seed, but not embracing flaxseed; madder root ; madder, 
ground or prepared; maps and charts; models of inven- 
tions, and other improvements in the arts: Provided, That 
| no article or articles shall be deemed a model or improve- 
| ment which can be fitted for use ; oakum ; oil, spermaceti, 


|} whale, and other fish, of American fisheries, and all other 


| articles the produce of such fisheries ; paintings and stat- 
uary ; palm-lcaf, unmanufactured; persoual and house- 
hold effects (not merchandise) of citizens of the United 
States dying abroad; plaster of Paris, or eulphate of lime, 
| unground; platina, unmanufactured ; rags, of whatever 
material, except of wool; rattans and reeds, unmanufac- 
| tured; sheathing copper, but no copper to be considered 
such, and adinitted free, except in sheets of forty-eiglit 
| inches long and fourteen inches wide, and weighing from 
| fourteen to thirty-four ounces the square foot; sheathing 
metal, not wholly or in part of iron ungalvanized ; shingle 
| bolts and stave bolts; silk, raw, or as reeled from the co- 
| coon, not bejng doubled, twisted, or advanced in mann- 
facture in any way; specimens of natural history, min- 
eralogy, or botany ; substances expressly used for manures; 
tin, in pigs, bars, or blocks ; trees, shrubs, bulbs, plants, and 
roots, not otherwise provided for ; wearing apparel in actual 
use, and other personal effects, (not merchandise,) protes- 
sional books, implements, instruments, and tools of trade, 
occupation, or employment, of persons arriving in the Uni- 
| ted States: Provided, That this exemption shall not be con- 
strued to include machinery or other articles imported for 
use in any manufacturing establishment or forsale ; sheep's 
wool, unmanufactured, of the value of twenty cents per 
| pound, or less, at the port of exportation, and hair of the 
| alpaea, the goat, and other like animals, unmapufactured : 
Provided, Thatany wool of the sheep, or hair of the alpaca 
the goat, and other like animals, which shall be importe 

| in any other way than the ordinary condition, as now al 

| heretofore practiced, or which shall be changed in its echar- 
acter for the purpose of evading the duty, or which shall 
be reduced in value, by the intentional admixture of dirt 
or any foreign substance, to twenty cents per pound, or less, 
shall be -subject to pay a duty of twenty-four per centum, 
ad valorem, anything in this act to the contrary notwith- 
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"aan WILSON. I move that the report be 


inted. 
Pri, BRODHEAD. I suggest to the Senator 
from Virginia that, as the Senate is thin, it would 
be better to agree now to take*the vote to-morrow 


ng. 
2 PUGH. I movwe that the Senate concur 
in the report. I think we had better end this 
question. The House of Representatives has 
concurred. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foorin the 
chair.) The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Massachusetts to print the report. 

Mr. WELLER. That will necessarily produce 
delay. It cannot be printed for two days; there- 
fore 1am afraid the object of the Senator from 
Massachusetts is to prevent any action at all. I 
shall be compelled to vote against the printing. 

Mr. WILSON. I withdraw the motion to 
print. I made it because I understood the report 
could be printed by to-morrow morning. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is not m 
make any factious opposition to this report, but 
I desire to have a full Senate when the vote is 
taken. Let as understand what the report con- 
tains. Defer it till to-morrow morning, when we 


may understand it. That course will better sat- | 


isfy the eountry. I hope the chairman of this 
committee, the author of this proposition, the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, will agree to let us take the 
yote to-morrow morning, when there will be a full 
Senate, and not at this hour of night. 

Mr. WELLER. How many will read it by 
that time? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. A good many. 

Mr. WELLER. 
will. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on agreeing to the report. Is the Senate ready 
for the question? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
consideration until to-morrow morning. 


Mr. HUNTER. Can we have an understand- | 


ing that the vote shall be taken at a certain time? 
Mr. BRODHEAD. At any hour you name. 


Mr. PUGH. We cannot cut off debate. The | 


question is this, or nothing. 

Mr. STUART. Say eleven o’clock to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I am willing to fix any 
time that is agreeable to the Senate. I move to 
postpone the consideration of the report until to- 
morrow morning, at eleven o’clock. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 11, noes 24. 

Mr. GEYER. This tariff scheme was intro- 
duced the other night upon the authority of a 
single member of the Senate, after twelve o’clock. 
It was passed when I believe its contents were 
not understood by one third of the Senators in 
their places. We have now a report, which may, 
for all I know, be right, but which I think it is 
impossible for any of us to understand from a 
single reading. I cannot, for my own part, agree 
to accept the proposition of the committee, of 
which I can know nothing, upon so important a 
question as the revenue system. I do not mean 
to occupy the time of the Senate in making a 
speech against it, for I do not know what it is; 
but I ask for the yeas and nays, as I wish to 
record my vote. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I shall not occupy more 
than five minutes in giving the reasons why I 
cannot vote for this report. Asa financial meas- 
ure, I think it will prove inadequate. The great 
tok ar of a tariff bill on this occasion, as we 

ave been told, is to reduce the revenue. The 
one hundred per cent. schedule, composed of 

randies, is reduced by this report to thirty per 
cent. That is reducing the duty upon luxuries. 
I object to it upon that ground. ‘Then it reduces 
the thirty per cent. schedule, containing sugar, 
iron,and hemp, totwénty-four percent. That will 
produce the greatest amount of revenue, accord- 
ing to the report of the Secreiary of the Treasury. 
pon these items the most of our revenue has 
heretofore been obtained. According to the views 
of Mr. Guthrie—and { think such would be the 
views of Mr. Walker, who framed the act of 
is will increase the revenue, and will not 
uce the price to the consumer. It will stimu- 
late importations. This report places the duty 
©n cotton goods at twenty-four per cent.—— 


purpose to | 


I do not believe a good many | 





I move to postpone its | 











a 


Mr. HUNTER. Bleached and printed goods 
at twenty-four. 

Mr. JAMES. All brown goods at nineteen. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I say this is unjust to the 
iron trade for this reason: the manufacturers of 
cotton and woolen goods have the privilege of 
importing free of duty nearly all the dyestuffs and 
the raw material. You make, therefore, a special 
provision contrary to the principles of the revenue 
tariff of 1846 for the manufacturers of the two 
articles I have named. It increases the free list, 
and in that respect I agree with it. 

I have another objection to it—it does not use 
our decimal currency. It should be ten, fifteen, 
twenty, twenty-five, or thirty per cent., instead 
of twenty-four and eight per cent., &c. It will 
greatly complicate accounts for this reason. Such 
a change as is proposed will increase the expense 
of collecting the revenue, and will require more 
clerks in the custom-house, and also impose great 
additional trouble on all importers. I believe, if 
the schedules were according to our own decimal 
currency, it would be easily understood, and these 
difficulties avoided. 

3ut, sir, this measure is to pass. It would be 
folly for me to make anything like factious oppo- 
sition to it. I stated the grounds upon which I 
was in favor of the bill as it came from the House 
of Representatives the gther day, somewhat at 
large. I will notrepeat them now. I believe that 
this proposition will increase the revenue, and 
that it will stimulate importations. It therefore 


| will not attain the object for which it was de- 


signed—the reduction of the revenue—and it will 
not cheapen the article to the consumer. 
these reasons I must record my vote against it. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I regret ex- 
ceedingly the necessity of differing with my hon- 
orable colleague on a question so important as 
that now pending; and I cannot do so without 
briefly stating my reasons, or rather giving a 
summary of the reasons why Lshall vote for the 
report of the committee. ° 

his, to my constituents, is a most interesting 
subject; and I am aware they are just at this 
moment watching the action of Congress with 
the deepest solicitude; and I take position in favor 
of the report, fully sensible of all the responsi- 
bilities of my action. I have not taken it because 
I regard the measure as entirely perfect. There 
are many features in it which I would change. 
Reflection has not satisfied my mind that the 
reduction in schedule A, embracing all kinds of 
liquors, and which is now tariffed at one hun- 
dred per cent., down to thirty per cent., is right. 
I think that it ought not to have gone below fifty 
per cent. Wines, brandy, and other drinks, 
may be fairly rated as luxuries, and are mainly 
consumed by those who are able to pay. I see no 
wisdom in facilitating the importation of liquors. 
Our country would flourish quite as well without 
any. It is not an article of necessary consump- 
tion; and those who think it too dear need not 
buy it or use it. 
agree with my colleague in the main as to 

the effect of this bill upon the iron interest of 
Pennsylvania, and upon the manufacturers of 
textile fabrics. These interests do not stand en- 
tirely equal. The iron interest will not maintain 
the relation to the other manufacturing interests 
which it did under the tariff of 1846. The iron 
interest, it is true, will have from the free list a 
common advantage with the other consumers; but 
the manufacturer of textile fabrics will have a 
direct relief from this free list in the cheapening 
of articles entering largely into their consumption 
—dyestuffs, drugs, &c., which compose a very 
important item. Logwood and madder aré to be 
imported free of duty. Madder is a very consid- 
erable item in the manufacture of cotton goods. 
Had I the time to make the calculation, I could 
show that, in the manufacture of Merrimac prints, 
our eastern friends have decidedly the advantage 
under this bill;- but at this time of night I must 
content myself with mere hints and assertions, 
instead of argument and facts. 

But my honorable colleague should reflect, as 
I do, that, after all, iron is not the only interest 
in Pennsylvania involved in this question. Why, 
sir, Philadelphia is one of the greatest manufac- 
turing cities in this country—greater even than 
Lowell, in Massachusetts. A vast variety of 
manufactures are produced in that city—cotton 


|| is a strong disposifion in the present Congress to - 
ti 


For | 
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and woolen, hemp, &c. The interests, therefore, 


that are aided by this.free list are very consider- 
able in our State, and as much engitled to Ourcare 


| as any other; and I certainly rejoice at their suc- 


| cess, and that the 


are to have a fair chance of 


| prospering under this bill. 


| 


I was anxious that the change should not beso 
sudden and severe upon this great national interest 


| of iron—an interest so peculiarly adapted to our 


country. We have inexhaustible supplies of the 
raw material at widely separated points in the 
country, and facilities to manufacture to an un- 
limited extent. It has been truly stated by the 
Senator from Virginia, that this great interest is 
flourishing and growing with marked rapidity, 
and that within three years the production has 
been almost double. The home production is 


rapidly approximating to the amount of home 


| for a reduction, and pos 


consumption, and | had hoped that there might be 
no necessity for an immediate ef any considerable 
| change in the incidental aid given to it by our 
| revenue laws. Norcan | be regarded as willingly 

assenting to this change. I go for the bill as the 
| best that canbe done. Iam convinced that there 


_go much further in the way of reducing duties 
| than is proposed in the bill, A failure to reduce 
| the rate at this time will ravate the sentiment 

sibly the next Congress 
| might adopt a much severer policy. 
as an alternative. 

But, Mr. President, occupying the position of 
| a Senator, may I not look bopend the limits of 
, my own State? I have felt required to do this, 

and to consider other interests than those which 
I represent here; I have always held that it was 
| the duty of an American Senator to look to the 
| interests and rights of all the States. This ques- 
tion of adjusting the tariff has been one of the 


I go for it 


|, most difficult that ever came before the American 
Congress. There are conflicting interests, real 











| or imaginary, which it is scarcely possible for 
' human ingenuity to adjust. Whilst I shall ask, 
and I think I have contended for all I can get for 
my own constituents, I shall rejoice if it so hap- 
pens that, in this adjustment, we have found a 
standard of equity between the aes inter- 
| ests of our gress and happy country. I believe 
| that itis the best that could be reasonably expected 
under all the circumstances, aud I shall therefore 
vote forit. I amaware of the solicitude of many 
of my constituents on this subject. I know there 
| are those who will complain bitterly of my action; 
and my judgment may err; but I have only to say 
to these interested parties that, looking over the 
whole country, and considering the disposition of 
| the American Congress on this question, 1 am 
| about to d3 what I think is best for them, and for 
the entire people. I doubt very much whether 
| the calculations of my friend from Virginia, as to 
the immediate reduction of the revenue, will be 
realized. For the first year, I think it will not; 
but that it will be a permanent reduction of the 
| revenue I have no doubt, and define the necessity 

for disturbing this subject again for years to come. 


with the general acquiescence of the whole country, 
will be but little less advantageous to the manu- 
facturer of iron than would thirty per cent. be, 
maintained by constant struggle for a reduction 
to some unknown point. Itis often wiser to bear 
the ills we have than to fly to others we know 
| not of. 
| Mr. President, one sentence more: the spec- 
| tacle presented by the American Congress just 
| now is one which will attract the attention of the 
| world. Nowhere else has the like been seen. At 


the very hour of an adjournment of Congress, 


pressed by public business of every character, we 

| are summoned to rescue the country from the 
calamity of a surplus of money in the public 
Treasury! The fact will be astounding in coun- 
tries where they have been taught that a public 
debt is a public blessing. 

I should be glad to pursue this subject further, 
but I promised the feuse only to declare the 
summary of the views which I entertain, and the 

reasons why I shall vote for the bill, and differ, 
| as I regret to do, from my honorable colleague, 
who is more experienced in legislation, especially 
on this subject, than I am; but being entirel 
conscious of the rectitude of my motives, I shall 
ladly meet the responsibility of my action before 
those whom I have the honor to serve here, and 
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whose confidence I have so long enjoyed whilst 
in their midst. 

Mr. ALLEN, In the tariff bill, as sent from 
the Senate to the House, gray cottons, printed 
and dyed, were all in one schedule, and I should 
be very much gratified, indeed, if they could have 
been continued in the same class without making 
any distinction between the dyed and gray mate- 
rial; but rather than lose the bill, | must vote for it, 
contrary to my wishes and views in this respect. 

Mr. RUSK. Iam called upon to give a vote 
on this question in very much of a hurry, and 
considerably in the raed & 





in this case almost as a machine in the hands of 
the committee of conference of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and Senate of the United States. All 


these paradoxical ideas that the reduction of taxes | 


will increase the agvenue, has no effect upon me. 
My reluctance to vote for this report of the com- 
mittee of conference is increased by the fact that 
I have a very strong conviction on my mind that 
if we had stood firmly by our first amendment, 
or by the bill as it was passed” by the Senate, we 
should have had the plan of a reduction of taxes 
in a much more palatable and just form than that 
in which this report presents itself to me, and a 
fairer and better reduction of the revenue. 


But, sir, we have yielded, I have yielded, but | 


I beg to be understood as not having yielded from 
a fear of having a surplus in the Treasury. [| 
know that it is attended with bad consequences, 
but those consequences are nothing like so great 
as would flow from levying taxes for the benefit 
of particular sections and particular interests, 
when you do not need them in the public Treas- 
ury, and by that means making whole classes of 


your fellow-citizens dependent upon the action of || 


this Government for the accumulation of wealth. 
In my judgment, it is a bad policy, but it would 


also be a very bad policy in me to consume the | 


time of the Senate, which is now so very precious, 


and which should be wholly devoted to the gen- || 


eral business of the country. With this protest, 
I shall content myself with voting for the report 
of the committee of conference. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, I do not | 


know that kshall make any apology or promise 
in regard to this subject; but still I know and am 


perfectly aware, as other gentlemen are, that this | 


is a foregone question—it is settled. We are at 


this time to pass this compromise, as it is called; | 
but I wish to make a few remarks concerning it, | 
not that I suppose they will have any effect upon 


anybody. 

Here the manufacturers of woolens seem to 
have struck hands with a new set of friends to 
them entirely, not their old friends, the wool- 
growers and farmers of the country, but a new 
set of friends altogether. Their protection, as 


they have it now arranged, and as it is stated in || 
this report, is twenty-four per cent. on wool and | 


woolens. What does that give the manufacturer? 


» It is calculated on all hands that the material is | 


@ust one half the value of the wool itself. It is 
so stated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
it is so stated generally. Then the manufacturer 
can go abroad and buy his wool, as a foreigner 
buys it, and bring it in, paying w-¥ Moin sg 
cent. or one third of the value of the manufac- 
tured article, and the foreign manufacturer will 
have to pay three times as much as the American 
manufacturer pays for his material; so that the 
latter has in his hands, in meeting the foreign 
manufacturer in our market, two hundred per 
cent., on the price of the materials in his advan- 
tage. That is the addition of it; the American 
manufacturer pays twenty-four per cent. on the 
material, while the foreign manufacturer ays 
twenty-four per cent. on the whole fabric. Then, 
of course, the foreign manufacturer has to pay 
just three times as much as the American man- 
ufacturer in our market, upon what is offered for 
sale, as a tection to our own manufacturer. 
He is provided for. 

But, in the meantime, they are not content with 
the duty upon wool, which I have here consid- 


ered in its bearings and relations, but a provision 
is made, not as in the House bill, that foreign 
wool of coarse character, costing fifteen cents at 
the place of importation, should be admitted duty 
free—that would have been well enough, because 
that would not let in foreign wools that cost over 
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I shall cast that vote |) 
in favor of the report of the committee of confer- | 
ence with great reluctance. I feel that I am acting | 
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|| ten cents a pound—but in this report, it is so en- || The amendment was agreed to. 
larged as to admit all Wool costing twenty cents || Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment of 
a pound at the place of exportation, which would | the Committee on Naval Affairs is, in page 3, lines 
let in wool costing twenty-seven, twenty-eight, or | fifty-five and fifty-six, to strike out $324,503 1g 
thirty cents, duty free. This does come into com- | and insert $359,691 68. ; 
yetition with American wool. The wool-grower || That amendment has been rendered necessary 
is not to be protected, unless in this way, sub- || by the increase of the payof the Marine Corps 
ject to all the chances of deception in relation to | consequent upon the. passage of thé bill increas. 
the invoice, and subject to this provision, while | ing the pay of the Army. 
the manufacturer is protected three times as much Mr. WELLER. Their pay was increaseq 
as the wool-grower. I cannot vote for any billof | two years ago. 
that kind. Mr. MALLORY. They are paid the same as 
Mr. YULEE. I suppose I shall be under the |, the Army. 
necessity to vote for this report of the committee || Mr. WELLER. That shows the injustice of 
of conference; but I do not wish to give that vote | it. There is another fact.in regard to this amend. 
without saying that [ do it very reluctantly in- || ment which | wish to state. There are three 
deed, and that I regard this as only a temporary | officers, I believe, here at the navy-yard, who 
measure. I vote for it only because it will reduce || are now drawing double rations, ostensibly jn 
the revenue, and, in some degree, reduce the taxes | command of separate posts, which, in my judg. 
upon the people; but, in my opinion, it does not "ment, is a great outrage. The three marine offi- 
rest upon the principles which should govern || cers I speak of, draw double rations as if they 
us in the distribution of the burdens of taxation. || were in command of separate posts. One of 
I think that with a tax of ten or fifteen per cent. || them commands eight men at the entrance, who 
levied upon the imports of the country, which || are sentinels pacing backwards and forwards; 
amount now to over $300,000,000, that an ample |, another commands a parcel of marines in there; 
revenue could be obtained for the support of the || and the third is the commander-in-chief, General 
Government. I think not less than $45,000,000 || Henderson; and all draw double rations. That 
or $50,000,000 could be raised by a tax of from || shows the beauty of these double rations in the 
twelve to fifteen per cent. at the extreme upon the || Marine Corps. 
imports of the country. || The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the ques- 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Including tea and coffee? || tion, and declared that the noes seemed to have it, 
Mr. YULEE. Of course, as they should be || Mr. MALLORY. Thisamendment is notun- 
included upon every proper revenue principle. || derstood atall. Congress has passed a bill increas- 
This measure may be taken, I suppose, as being, || ing the pay of the Army. The pay of the Marine 


on an average, a tax of about twenty-five per | Corps is exactly in accordance with the pay of the 
cent. when you take the free list into account. 


| Army, and the Army bill you have passed renders 
Mr. HUNTER. Abouteighteen percent. We || this additional appropriation necessary since the 


reduce the schedules in addition to the free list. _|| original estimates were made. This is to give 
Mr. YULEE. Being of the opinion that we || them pay precisely in accordance with the pay 
| can do nothing better, and there not being force || of the Army. 
enough in the two Houses to passabetter measure || Mr. WELLER. Very few, if any, Senators 
| than this, I shall be obliged to vote for it; but Iwish || would have voted to increase the pay of the Army 
|| to place upon the record my protest against it, || if they supposed that by that they were increas- 
and the assuranc@that, so far as my humble vote || ing also the pay of the Marine Corps. I happen 
is concerned, I shall avail myself of every oppor- || to knowthat fact. It is part of my duty to know 
| tunity in the future to promote a more just meas- || it. I do not think the intention of Congress was 
ure of taxation than I deem this to be. 


| - > 
|| to increase the pay of the Marine Corps, and 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, || therefore lam unwilling to vote the appropria- 

| resulted—yeas 33, nays 8; as follows: || tion. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, Mr. CLAY. I wish to hear the amendment 
Biggs, Bigler, Butler, Clay, Douglas, Evans, Fish, Fitch, | again read. 
| Fuspimick, Foster, Groen, Gwin, Howson, Hunter, Jobn- || “The Secretary read it 

son, Yiahory, vason, rs gn, hel Sk, Stié } : : ° 
Seward, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, Trumbull, Weller, Wil. || Mr. MALLORY. This sum is the estimate 
son, and Yulee—33. of the Department, and is also the estimate of the 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brodhead, Collamer, Foot, Geyer, || Committee of Ways and Means of the House of 
|| James, Wade, and Wright—-6. || Representatives. It isrendered necessary by the 

So the report of the committee of conference || passage of the bill increasing the pay of officers. 

|| was concurred in. || Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator from Florida 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. be good enough to inform me how much of it is 


| ; || in consequence of the bill increasing the pay? 
| oe Career | Remnants OF Sakae | ee. MALLORY. All of it. This sum cov- 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill (H. R. 


> ae || tains nothing but what is rendered necessary by 
No. 663) making appropriations for the naval | * y 


that bill. 
| service for the year ending 30th of June, 1858. | ~ WELLER. I estimated that the increased 
I will state, in regard to this bill, that the amend- 


, ay of the Army, in consequence of that bill, 
: pay y q 

ments to it were all sent up from the House to || would be between six and seven hundred thousand 

the Committee on Naval Affairs, and the amend- || doliars. I did not take into that calculation 


ments will all come from that committee. I have | $300,000 for the Marine Corps. I now set it down 
none to offer from the Committee on Finance. I | as $1,000,000 increase of the expenditure of the 


move to take up the bill now. G t by th f that bill the other 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ST ee eae ee ee 


: day. 
] proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- Rr. JOHNSON. That is a tolerably large 


‘| sider the bill. | « dih th cael dnote 
| Mr.MALLORY. Ihave several amendments | paces > ee ope the Benate Will Het SSppieey 


¢ || proposition of this sort without a full explana- 
of the Committee of Ways and Means of the omens full estimate. To-day we cmemeanall 
|| House of Representatives to offer from the Com- 


: raising the salaries of judges. The moment & 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. The first amendment single salary is raised, seure other officer claims 


|| is in pase 3, after the word ‘‘ and,’’ in the forty- || an increase. We are going on raising salaries of 
|| fourth line, to strike out the word “ sixty,’’ and || aj} the officers of the Government. A short time 
|| insert ** eighty.”” The item appropriates for cer- || since we increased the pay of the Army. Now 
|| tain contingent expenses the sum of $880,000. the Marine Corpscomes in. I should like to know 
| The amendment was agreed to. what merit the Marine Corps has above the whole 
| Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment of || Navy. I trust there will be full consideration 
| the Committee on Naval Affairs is, after line forty- || before we take another step towards advances 10 
seven, to insert the following: that direction. 
To enable the Secretary of the Navy to arm and man the Mr. MALLORY. I know thereis not amember 
|| ordnance ship Plymouth, at the Washington navy-yard,with || of this body who will be more ready to do entre 
a view to improved ordnance and gunnery practice, $49,000. justice than my friend from Arkansas, and lam 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Is that amendment rec- || certain he did not hear the explanation. He 
ommended by the Secretary of the Navy? knows as well as I do, that the Marine Corps "1 
|| Mr. MALLORY. Yes, sir. Ihave his recom- || paid precisely in accordance with the assimilate 
mendation before me; and it also passed through || ranks of the Army, and not of the Navy. ew 
\ the Committee of Ways and Means of the House || you passed the bill increasing the pay of he 
of Representatives. Army, you were increasing the pay of the 
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Marine Corps. The , ereapart of the Army, so fat | 
This sum is rendered necessary | 


as the pay goes. 


py the passage of that bill, and the amendment | 


must be made now, in consequence of its passage 
since the original appropriation bill was reported. 


The estimate was made at the Department, and | 


has been examined by the Committee of Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives. 


The amendment would have been offered in the | 
House of Representatives if that committee had | 


offered any amendments. 

Mr. JOHNSCN. How many hundred thou- 
sand dollars are to be added to the burdens of the 
Treasury, by this amendment? 

Mr. MALLORY. Let the Secretary read it, 
and the Senator will see. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I object to consequential 


damages one: very act we do. 


Mr MALLOR 


and insert ‘*$359,691 68.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thatisbuta beginning. It 
will not stop there, any more than the increase 
which has been commenced for the judges will 


stop with the three or four to whom you have | 
I regretted the passage of the | 


voted an addition. 
bill increasing the pay of the Army officers. 
did not think it right. I see to-night that the 
original opinion of the Senate in the enactment 
of some measures connected with the Army has 
been destroyed by amendments attached to the 
Army appropriation bill. It seems to me that 
the more we let these things go on, step by step, 
the further we shall be compelled to go hereafter. 
Until we consider the propriety of increasing 
the pay of the Marine Corps, I hope the Senate 
will not, by an amendment to an appropriation 
bill introduced by a single member of the body, 
undertake to increase their pay to an extent that 
they cannot possibly tell. Ido not believe the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs now 
is entirely able to say conscientiously that he 
knows what the extent is to be. 

Mr. MALLORY. 


taken. The chairmanof the Committee on Naval 


The amendment is in lines | 
fifty-five and fifty-six, to strike out ‘$324,503 18,”’ || 


i 
| 
| 


My friend is entirely mis- || 


Affairs knows not only the extent, but he is able | 


to tell to a fraction precisely what the amendment 
amounts to. It amounts to exactly $35,188 50, 
for the whole corps. This increase of pay to the 
Marine Corps is now due them by law, and this 
estimate is made by the Department to enable 
it to pay them. The Committee of Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives have ap- 
proved it, and it comes to us with their indorse- 
ment. The officers are entitled to it according to 


aw. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Does the Senator obtain that | 


information from his own investigations, or from 
the statement to him of the Navy Department? 
Mr. MALLORY. From the Secretary of the 
Navy. 
the subject. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment is a 
verbal one, in page 4, line one hundred and seventy, 
after the a ‘* ferriage,’’ to insert ** toll.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next is: 


For preparing for publication the surveys of the late ex- 
pedition to the North Pacific ocean and Behring’s Straits, 
and for finishing the publication of the charts made by the 
late expedition for the exploration and survey of the river 
La Plata and tributaries, $6,760. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I shouldlike to know what 
this means. I have got a little tired of publish- 
ing Gilliss’s works, and Japan expeditions, and 
Wilkes’s expeditions. We sent out the Wilkes 
expedition, and it was absent four years, and it 
has taken twelve years to publish the results of 
its explorations, and I believe they are not yet 
completed. We sent Mr. Gilliss to take astro- 
nomical observations in Chili, ard he comes back 
with a book containing an immense collection of 
charches, bugs, and things of that kind. These 
publications come here in the shape of reports 
from the Secretary of the Navy, and we order the 
prntingofthem. This has involved the Govern- 
ment in unnecessary. expenditures for unneces- 
Sary publications. Naval officers go out of the 
line of their duties to make immense volumes. I 
thought it was understood there was to be an end 

to the congressional publishing business. Why 
are these two re connected together’? How 
many volumes is each to be? 


I hold in my hand his communication on | 





| 





Hee eee 





friend from Pennsylvania: what he is talking 
about? Is ita report he is speaking about, or a 
book ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The charts and other 
things ap propose to publish. 

Mr. MALLORY. I see that my friend does 
not understand the question. He imagines that 
there is some proposition to publish a book. We 
have sent outanex yloring expedition to the North 
Pacific ocean and Behring’s Straits. 


are now perfecting those charts. This money is 


necessary to enable us to put on paper the explo- | 


rations we have made. 
Mr. JOHNSON. It seems to me that this is 
utterly unreasonable. 


The Secretary read the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
lication surveys of the late expedition tothe North 
Pacific ocean and Behring’s Straits, 
Senator state what expedition it is? 


Mr. MALLORY. I did not expect, on the 


It has pre- | 
| pared some very valuable charts, and the officers 
< ’ 


Let the amendment be | 
read; and I desire each Senator to recollect the | 
| rules that govern this body. 


It is for preparing for pub- | 


Will the | 


2d day of March, 1857, to be called upon, in the | 


Senate of the United States, which fitted out this 
expedition—the Senator himself voting for it—to 
say that it started from the United States to Behr- 
ing’s Straits to survey the whaling ground, the 
cruising ground of American shipping in the Yel- 
low Sea, and the Chinaseas, and Behring’s Straits, 
along the coast of Siberia and Kamtschatka and 
the North Pacific ocean, and were gone four years. 
They have added to our lists of charts some of 
the most valuable the world has ever seen. 
the first time American enterprise has ever added 
anything to our knowledge of charts of any part 
of the world. Heretofore we have heonetal on 
the English for our charts. Now we are prepar- 
ing these of our own. 
pedition at great expense, the officers are here 
plotting on paper their surveys. This is no book 
publication. The object is to@®epare the charts 
to guide the way to the whaling grounds for 
American commerce. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Isee also in the amendment, 


| €and for finishing the publication of the charts 


made by the late expedition for the exploration 
and survey of the river La Plata and tributa- 
ries.’’ It goes from the North Pole to the South 
Pole. It is far more extensive than the Wilkes 
expedition. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
measure. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 


edge. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


one of the most valuable upomwhich our Navy 


has ever been engaged. She has returned witha | 


large amount of valuable charts, and the officers 


are plotting them on paper. There is no book in | 


the case. 


Mr. JOHNSON. We shall get a book, and 


not -_ one book, but four books of about six | 


hundred pages each, at a cost of $75,000. 1 verily 
believe such is to be the result. I have found it 


so heretofore in regard to unprepared productions | 
which are brought here and ordered to be printed. | 
com- | 
pelled to ask for the reconsideration of orders for | 
printing, which are palpably wrong in themselves. | 

Mr. MALLORY. If my friend from Arkansas | 
apprehends that, under an appropriation for fur- | 


The Committee on Printing are constant] 


nishing charts, a book will be printed, all he has 
to do is to put ina proviso against it. 
that no book printing is in contemplation here. 
I say to the Senate that nothing in the world is 
contemplated but the publication of the charts. 
Mr. JOHNSON. «The amend ment is * for pre- 
paring for publication the surveys of the late ex- 
ana to the North Pacific ocean and eae 
traits, and for finishing the publication of the 
charts made by the late expedition for the explo- 
ration and survey of the river La Plata and trib- 
utaries.’’ It is aboutas latitudinous as anythin 
can well be. We know that the rule of this body 
requires the Committee on Printing, when report- 
ing in favor of printing an extra number of any 
document, to present an estimate from the Super- 


My friend voted for that | 


I know | 


It is | 


Having fitted out the ex- | 


. . | 
I deny it until I see the | 
record. The Senator asserts it without knowing | 
it, and I contradict it with about the same knowl- | 


My friend voted for send- | 
ing the Water Witch to La Plata and tributaries. | 
She was engaged four years in that enterprise— | 
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Mr. MALLORY. I should like to ask my | intendent of Public Printing, showing the entire 


cost. 


The object is, that that estimate of the 


| Superintendent having been considered by the 
| Committee on Printing, and having been pre- 
| sented here, may be a guarantee to the Senate 


| against any improper action in printing. The 











Committee on Printing have been compelled to 
watch these.matters; but we have not been able 
to watch them so closely as to feel satisfied that 
we had done full justice to the public service. 
Here is another proposition in regard to printing 
which should properly have come before the Sen- 
ate atan earlier day in the session, when it could 
have been calmly considered. Now it is ee 
yosed to add it to an appropriation bill. You 

rave no estimate of the cost. You are not told 

the extent of the publication to be printed. You 

cannot tell what it is. The amendment is to 

‘* prepare for publication’? these surveys. You 

do not know the extent and number of the charts 

to be printed. I can assure this body that the 

heaviest expenditures in connection with our 

printing are for preparing and engraving maps 

and charts, and putting them on paper. I hope 

the Senate will not adopt a proposition of this 

kind until it shall have been considered by the 

proper committee; and I can assure you, at the 

same time, that it will not be adopted by the 
committee until these charts are exhibited. There 
is no occasion why they should be taken blind- 
fold by us now. There is no occasion for pub- 
lishing them before the next Congress. If there 
is already authority to pay for going on and pre- 
paring these charts, there is no occasion for bring- 
ing them here and publishing them until the next 
Congress. Whtn they are prepared by the De- 
partment they can be presented to Congress at 
the next session, and then published, if their pub- 
lication be deemed advisable. 

I have not been illiberal in my support of 
propositions of this kind; though I have pro- 
tested against what I believed to be extravagant, 
useless, and absurd expenditures. These charts 
may be prepared by the next session, and sub- 
mitted to Congress, and then published, if it be 
deemed advisable when they are before us, and 
we can calculate what the cost will be. If you 
go on now in the dark, next session you may find 
that you have commenced a job which it will take 
$25,000 to finish. Then you will be told that if 
you do not make an additional appropriation, you 
will have thrown away the six or seven thousand 
dollars already cupeuteds That I find to be one 
of the most powerful reasons ever brought for- 
ward to convince Senators that they should vote 
foranappropriation. As soon as youhave thrown 
away one dollar, you are ready to throw away 
ten after it, with the hope of making the one use- 
ful. Such has been the history of our legislation. 
I trust that, as far as the public printing is con- 
cerned, when every effort is being made to restrict 
it within useful and moderate bounds, we shall 
not begin to put these orders on appropriation 
bills, instead of having the documents referred to 
the Committee on Printing, thatthey may, accord- 
ing to the rules, have an estimate of the cost. If 
the Senate begin this course of proceeding now, I 
say to them, in all candor and honesty, they ought 
to abolish their committee, which is designed to 
restrain these outrageous extravagances. 

Mr. STUART. [I desire to have the amend- 
ment amended by adding to it these words: 

Provided, The whole expense shall not exceed the sun 
hereby appropriated. 

Mr. MALLORY. [| accept that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator will accept any- 
thing that will make his proposition more agree- 
able to the Senate. Sir, this course of proceeding 
is not right. There are no data before you from 
which you can judge what will be the end of this 
beginning. The Senator from Florida knows 
a little about it. He, like most men here, gets 
information out of doors. I do not know from 
whom he gets it, but it is from outside, and he 
believes it retin he believes everything that is 
said tohim. So do the rest of us. The only safety 
for the public is, that those who arc outside can- 
not speak to a majority. In God’s name lL aska 
majority to stand by me in opposing propositions 
like this. I hope the Senate will reject this amend- 
ment. The charts are not before us. They are 
not now plotted on paper. When you make this 
appropriation for plotting them on paper, you will 
next be told that they should be published, or we 
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shall have thrown away the money already ex- || to any that we have had. This is the entering 
|| wedge. 


pended in preparing them for publication. This 
is a worse case than Scott’s, where notoriously 
it was understood that we were granting honors 
merely, and now we find a large amount of money 
follows. If you make this appropriation you 
cannot escape a publication. bee these officers 
of the Army and Navy, who are copstantly pre- 
senting explorations, complete them before they 
bring them here; let us see what is to be the cost 
before we order their printing. I protest, atany 
rate, that it is not right to do this on an appro- 
priation bill. Bone 

Mr. MALLORY. I fully appreciate every 
word that my friend from Arkansas bas said, and 
if his zeal were expended upon a proper occasion 
I should thank him for it. Perhaps I do believe 


everything that is said to me as much as he does; | 


but when he says that I propose this amendment 
withoutunderstanding it, I beg to say to him 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator misunderstands 
me. I believe he thinks he understands it. 
{Laughter. 

Mr. MALLORY. I not only think I do, but 
I know I do; and I know my friend does not. I 
have before me the estimate of the Navy Depart- 
ment for every item, made after full investigation; 
and I ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 





Navy Derarrment, February 24, 1857. 
fir: I have the honor to submit herewith, estimates of 
the sums required for the fiscal year 1857-58, for preparing 
for publication the surveys of the late expedition to the 
North Pacifie occan and Behring’s Straita, and for finishing 
the publication of the charts made by the late expedition 
for the exploration and survey of the river La Plata and trib- 
utaries. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.C, DOBBIN, 
Hon. L. D. Campnet., Chairman Committee of Ways and 
Means, House of Representatives. 


Vistimate of the sum required for the fiscal year 1857-58, 
to prepare for publication the surveys, &c., of the late ex 
pedition to the North Pacific ocean and Behring’s Straits: 





|| cers of these two expeditions. 


Salary of draughtsman ........c00+cceeeeeeceeeceecs $1,700 
Salary of first assistant draughtsman. .........0.-65 1,400 
Salary of second assistant draugiitsman............ 1,400 
Balary Of clerk ...ccccccccccecccsvcccces Siaveeeens 720 
SE Oe OB once 00060 0000db0ens on9nee 006000 vesece 400 
RECOMOMBE oo occ e cescccssceccccscccccece beens Sesees 360 
Puel 2. sccccese SdiSedep de tedneteeieedunecsnconss 150 | 
Purchase and repair of instruments............-.. - 200) 
Repairs of furniture.........eeeeeeeees seeensensens 60 
SIOEY o's ccdcccce vcccccss cocdoevecsenvesececese 120 
Unenumerated expenses...... eoeurcccnsesovecesece 250 | 
Total .rcccccvcccsssccccevessccccs ceccreccccees $6,760 


Mr. MALLORY. If my friend from Arkansas | 


had read the amendment carefully, he would have 
seen that it is to prepare charts for publication. 
It would take my friend six months to’examine 
therg. They are charts of explorations and sur- 
veys made on board these respective ships, where 
the officers had but very little opportunity to 
extend them. They bring home their extended 
notes and surveys, and are now engaged in the 
office work of preparing them for publication— 
not for submitting them to the press at all. If 
you suspend the appropriation, these men go 
abroad; you lose their services, and you may 
never have them again. In preparing these charts 
with accuracy, you require t 

men who originally assisted to plot them down 


re services of the | 


on paper, The appropriation is a very small one. | 


I have been at the office; I have examined the | 
The estimate | 


charts, and I krow their value. 
was examined by the Committee of Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives, and ap- 
proved. That is all I have to say. 

Mr.PUGH. This is to pay for writing a book. 

Mr. MALLORY. No book at all. 

Mr. PUGH. ltis to prepare results for pub- 
lication. It means a book. It means nothing 
else. It says,+‘ For preparing results for pub- 
lication.”’ edo not want a chart for publica- 
tion. Itie to pay these gentlemen for writing a 
book; give them scribes, office rent, and every- 
thing else; and when the book is written, my 
friend from Arkansas will be called on to print it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Extra numbers at that. 

Mr. PUGH. He will be told, ‘* We have pre- 
pared a book for publication in accordance with 
an item in the appropriation bill, and it will be a 
a shame not to printit.”’ I warn the Senate 

at, if they adopt this amendment, they are just 
as syrely committed to another set of books as 


| American vesselsextended their visits more widely || 
than they had before done in the Pacific ocean, || 


eth 


THE CONGR 


IONAL GL 


for whom they were designed, 1 might not object 
so much, though I think it extravagant; but we 
know that about half or more of them are stolen 
out of the post office, and I think we might as | 
well put a stop to it, 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, seven years 
since, just after the acquisition of California, our | 


If these books ever reached the people | 
| 


; and opened a trade and commerce there, and our 
| whaling ships ascended higher, entered Behring’s 


Straits, and discovered therea new fishing ground, 
which proved very valuable. It was represented 


to Congress by the navigating interest of Boston, | 


'with the broad seas from North to South. I 





New York, and elsewhere, that there were no || 


maps of the China seas, and of the Behring’s 
straits, except British and French charts, which 
were very old and very defective. As all the world | 
knows, navigation conducted upon charts, which | 
are of doubtful accuracy, or which are erroneous, | 
is attended with the loss of property and of life. 

Congress, at, I think, the first session I was here, | 


‘made an appropriation for sending out, and di- 


rected to be sent out, an expedition to explore 
those seas for the purpose of saving the lives and 
property of American citizens. It was doing in 
regard to those seas no more than we are doing 
through the Observatory under the labors of Lieu- 
tenant Maury, and no more than we are doing for | 
our own coast under the Coast Survey. 
ant Maury makes charts of the seas from his ob- 


servations; and the Coast Survey triangulates the || 


entire coast for the purpose of producing charts. | 
This is precisely what has been done by the offli- 
I have spoken of 
one of them, because I was more familiar with 
that. 

Like the chairman of the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, I have been in the rooms of the officers 


I have 
Iknow aT 
1 


who have been preparing these charts. 
seen them and examined them. 


| have corrected a@reat many errors in the Britis 
and French charts whith were used before, and 
| that they are preparing a set of charts which will 


| sitting behind me with a representative of the 


supersede all others; and it is reasonable to ex- 
pect that they will result in a saving of life and 
of property. It is just like the Coast Survey. 
The Superintendent of the Coast Survey is now 


navigating iuterest from the Department, and they 


| we should be willing, for a moment, on account 


| of a mere expense of five or six thousand dollars, 


| with the seas and with commerce abroad, I con- 


| 

; 

seem to be very much surprised at the idea that | 
| 


to refuse the publication of charts which, if they | 
save a single vessel from shipwreck, will repay | 
the Government tenfold what they cost. 

Mr. JOHNSON. When I perceived, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that this amendment had some marine 
appearance about it, and some interest connected.| 


| fidently expected, of course, that it would meet 


the sympathy and support of the Senator from 
New York, because that Senator, as every one 
knows, feels sensitively alive to his duties, espe- 
cially in regard to any question connecting itself 


called the attention of the Senate to our regula- | 
tions connected with printing. I stated that all | 
these matters could have been presented by a res- | 
olution long ago as well as by an amendment to | 
an appropriation bill. Then we could have esti- 
mated the cost; then we could have passed a res- 
olution such as we have passed in regard to the 
Patent Office report, and a variety of other reports 
in regard to our internal affairs, and could have 


limited the work and required it to be completed || 
with a view to publication, within a specified time. | 


Now, however, the rules of this body are to be 
over-ridden, and these orders put on appropria- 
tion bills. Every Department that knows the 
rigidity of your rules, and the manner in which 


from this time forward, in regard to their publica- 

tions, avoid the ordeal of being brought before 

the Senate in the a way, as surely as you or 
t 


I would not ask the Senate to pass a private bill 


| if we thought we could more easily get it ona 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
they are executed on ordinary occasions, will, | 


pelts appropriation bill. Do this, and Senators 
ereafter will insist on putting their publication 
schemes upon the appropriation bills. I trust the 
Senate wa not now order publications to be pre- 


Lieuten- || 


|| got eight navy-yards. 


|” Mr. BRODHEAD. 


| regularly under the rules of the Senate, which 
| have provided for all such oases. 

Mr. PUGH called for the yeas and na 
| they were ordered; and being taken, resulteq— 
|| yeas 23, nays 12; as follows: 


y8, and 


YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin 
Collamer, Crittenden, Durkee, Fish, Fitch, Foot, Poster. 
’ 


Geyer, Gwin, Harlan, Mallory, Mason, Nourse, Seward 
’ 


|| Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Wilson 
’ 


Wright, ag See. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Butler, Evan 
Houston, Johnson, Jones of iowa, Jones of Tre 
Pugh, Reid, and Sebastian—12. ’ 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment is to 
insert, after line seventy-nine: 


For the reappropriation of this sum carried to the surplus 
fund, being the amount dae to Thomas Barnum, of Con. 
| necticut, for prize money, as appears from the prize list of 
| the Erie squadron, on file in the office of the Fourth Audi. 
tor of the Treasury, $214 89. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs is to insert as q 
new section: 


And beit further enacted, That the Secretary ofthe Navy 
under the direction of the President of the United States’ 
be, and he is hereby, authorizéd to cause a stone dry-dock 
, for the naval service to be constructed, upon the most ap- 
| proved plan, at the navy-yard at Pensacola, Piorida, and 
that towards defraying the expense thereof the sum of 
$100,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I can never agree to vote 
for this amendment. We have just finished the 
| construction of a dock at Pensacola that has cost 
$1,000,000. I believe it has not been off the con- 
| tractors’ hands six months—certainly not a year, 
| We were told by gentlemen whom oo see in 

the Senate, that that dock at Pensacola was one 
of the most approved in the country. We paid, 
| under legislative contracts, for building these sec- 
tional floating dry-docks at Kittery, Philadelphia, 
Pensacola, and at California, about four millioa 
dollars; and now the proposition of the Senator 
from Florida is to tear down the dry-dock at Pen- 
_sacola, which has cost $1,000,000, and build up 
another. One hundred thousand dollars is pro- 
posed to be appropriated at the present time for 
this object; but I suppose it will cost $1,500,000 
before it is cosmnlatak Our Navy is not large. 
We build but about one ship a year, and we have 
We have recently made 
| provision for establishing another at Brunswick, 
| in Georgia. That will cost some four or five mil- 
| lions before we shall have finished it. 
| Now, sir, is this amendment proper? It isa 
It must 


| wasteful expenditure of public money. 
be acknowledged here, in the face of gentlemen 
that I see around me, that they made special legis- 
lative contracts—ordered contracts to be made 


|| with certain contractors for putting up these docks. 
‘|| But I do not wish to occupy the time of the Sen- 


| ate, because I think the amendment will be voted 
down, and that the Senate does not intend to com- 
mence the building of a new dock there. 

Mr. MALLORY. [am not surprised that the 
Senator from Pennsylvania should dissent from 
| a measure so peculiarly southern as this. 
pected it from him. This is a national measure. 

It is a southern one. 
It is a national measure, 


Mr. MALLORY. 


\| but located at the South. 


Now, sir, what have we to do with the fast that 
Congress has heretofore built a useless dock at 


|| any navy-yard? Had I been in Congress at the 


time the proposition was made to build that dock, 
as the Senator from Pennsylvania was, I should 
have opposed it, as he did; and I should have 
| said, with him, that the dock would be useless. 
It never should have been built. 

I have the estimates of the cost of the dock 
before me, and I wish to give the Senate full in- 
formation about the whole history of these docks. 
This cost $553,000, and the basin and railway 
Poe making $917,000, or nearly a million of 

ollars. The dock has never been the value of 
six and a quarter cents to the Government, and 
never can be, and that ought to have been known 
_ when the dock was ordered to be constructed. The 
| Senator from Pennsylvania opposed it. Why 
j 





did he not then bring in a proposition to build a 
stone dock? He knew then, as well as he knows 
| now, that a dock, unless it is a stone structure, 
and not a wooden one, is worthless. The Secre- 
taries of the Navy, from time to time, have rec- 


pared and made, until they are submitted to them || ommended this construction of a stone dock. 


& 


lex- . 





N 
yar 
wor 
You 
cons 
soul 
ern 
and 
tran 
shif 
the! 
q 
the | 
enti 
hav 
wis! 
this 
Cor 
sho 
of t 

a 
deci 
the | 
the § 
ress 
caus 
stiri 
year 
of t 
stru 

T 
det 
tha 
in ' 

o 


and 

a7 
the { 
rail 

“ ; 
doc! 
wea 

ce 
boar 
forty 
year 


this 
lars 


“ ‘ 
cond 
rent 
ditic 

“c' 
wor 
Thi: 
ing 
ann 


7 
at | 


loca 
grea 
this 


the 
“ 


enc 
nen 


ing 
, 


be 

in 

is } 
ber 
wa 
iti 
pri 





12, 
which 
1, and 
ted— 


jamin 
mr ster, 
eward, 
Vilson, 


Green, 
lessee, 


t isto 


‘Urplus 
f Con- 
list of 
Audi- 


it of 
tasa 


Navy, 
States, 
y-dock 
rst ap- 
la, and 
um of 
out of 
ed. 

) Vote 
d the 
S cost 
2 cOn- 
year. 
ee in 
S one 
paid, 
e sec- 
Iphia, 
lion 
nator 
. Pen- 
Id up 
§ pro- 
e for 
10,000 
large. 
» have 
made 
wick, 
e mil- 


Lisa 

must 
emen 
legis- 
made 
ocks. 
Sen- 
voted 
com- 


at the 
from 
1 ex- 
sure. 


sure, 


t that 
ck at 
at the 
dock, 
nould 
have 
eless. 


dock 
J] ine 
ocks. 
ilway 
on of 
ue of 
, and 
nown 
. The 
Why 
uild a 
nows 
sture, 
secre- 
e rec- 
k. 


s 








oe eee 


— 


Now, sir, you have expended upon this navy- 





vard at Pensacola, the largest navy-yard in the || in the Departments; but J was not prepared for 
world, the sum of $2,416,000 from its inception. || it here. 1 have endeavored in Congress to have 
You have there every means and appliance for the || a ship constructed at that yard. There is a live- 
construction of ships, but prejudice againstevery || oak plantation there at the very gates of the yard, 


southern position has thus far induced your Gov- 


and pine from the very gates of the yard, and 
transfer it to the northern States, and there to build 
ships. A stone dock will not cost $1,500,000, as 
the Senator states, but it can be done for $300,000. 


This is the only navy-yard you have between | 


the Chesapeake and ‘Texas—the only one for the 
entire Gulf of Mexico, except the rendezvous you 
have established at Brunswick. Would any one 
wish to abolish it? If you design to continue 
this yard, you must have a stone dock there. 
Congress ordered a survey of the dock, and, to 


show its present condition, I will read the words || 


of the survey: 


«The results of the examination show that the rot has 
decidedly manifested itself in the large timbers constituting 


the framing of the side walls, and in the upright timbers of | | 


the gates of the dock ; and the board, considering the prog- 
ress of decay since the construction of the dock, and the 
causes Which will facilitate the further deterioration of this 
structure, are of the opinion that, after the lapse of five (5) 


years, it will be hazardous to dock a ship, unless the sides | 


structed.”’ 


The report then goes on to give the causes of | 


deterioration in this wooden dock, and I will say 


that this deterioration must have affected all docks | 


in warm climates in the same manner: 


“J, The partial filling only of the side walls with water, | 


and the high temperature which exists in those recesses. 
2. The exposure of the ends of the upright timbers of 


the gates, without covering, to the influence of the sun and | 


rai. 

“3. The partial filling only of the main chamber of the 
dock with water, and the exposure of this part to the 
weather. 


‘“ Under the item, therefore, of deterioration of dock, the | 


board is of opinion that the annual expenditure will be trom 


forty to fifty thousand dollars during the next five (5) | 


years. ”? 

The report concludes that the deterioration of 
this dock will be from forty to fifty thousand dol- 
lars in five years, and goes on to say: 

“ Annual expense of maintaining the dock in a working 
condition.— Under this head are enumerated only those cur- 
rent and usual repairs incident to an otherwise sound con- 
dition of the dock. 

“The floating-gate of the basin is much eaten with the 
worms, and will require reconstruction, ata cost of $13,000. 
This sum, being divided by the number of years represent- 
ing the probable duration of the dock, will give, as the 
annual amount of repairs, $2,600.”? 

The annual cost of repairs the report estimates 
at $8,100. They proceed: 

“The board, having decided on a suitable site for the 
location of a stone dry-dock, (sketch A,) examined with 
great care the records of borings, made in former years in 
this vicinity, and likewise executed a boring at one point of 
the proposed site. 

“The information thus obtained, as well as the experi- 
ence derived from the successful construction of the perma- 
nent wharf, leave no doubt of the practicability of construct- 
ing a stone dry-dock at a reasonable cost.’’ 

They then go on to show how the dock may 
be constructed. Now, sir, here is a dock which, 
in five years, will not be worth a single cent. It 
is not worth repairing now. No — has ever 
been taken up upon it except a small sloop-of- 
war belonging to the Navy. It is unfit for use; 
itis an expense to the Government. No appro- 
priation is made in this bill for the keeping or 
repairing of that dock, and none is contemplated. 

r. STUART. Has there been any estimate 
of the cost of a stone dock made? 

Mr. MALLORY. I have the estimate—which 
I should not be governed by—of the cost of the 
Brooklyn dry-dock and others. The estimate 
for the dock at Brooklyn is $1,524,000. That is 
one of the largest docks in the world; but we are 
not compelled to build a dock of that description 
at Pensacola. If we desig to have a dock at all 
at this navy-yard, we should have a stone one. 
The Naval Committee are unanimous on this sub- 
Ject. Ifyou are willing to abandon the navy-yard 
at that place, then make no dock there. It would 
have been cheaper to the Government if they had 
allowed this dock to float off; it is nothing but a 
scow. 

But I should like to know the reason why ever 
frepesitios made for the Pensacola yard, since 

ve had the honor to have a seat on this floor, 
meets with opposiffon from northern gentlemen ? 
Where is the satpsiaty of it? It is one of the 

and most useful yards in the possession 


of the dock and its gates shall have been firet recon- | 


| 
| 
| 
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|| which we are at large expense to maintain; and 
ernment to go to Pensacola, and cut the live-oak | 


the live-oak is carried from there to Kittery, 
| Boston, Philadelphia, and New York, for the 
purpose of building ships at those places. With- 
out any sectional feeling whatever, being as con- 
versant with the subjeet as I am, I feel that I am 
discharging a duty to thé country in offering 
this amendment; but I shall not complain if the 
Senate vote it down. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have but one word to 
say in reply to the honorable Senator from Flor- 
ida. I do not know why he should intimate that 
| this opposition comes from northern gentlemen 
because it is a southern measure. 

Mr. MALLORY. I said from the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not know why I 
should be charged with any feeling against the 
| South. Up in my country the great charge 
| against me is that I go too far with the southern 
people. I believe [ have seen the day when If 
stood almost single-handed and alone against the 
Wilmot proviso. I have been considered about 
as sound upon the great southern question as 
anybody north of Masonand Dixon’s line. The 


from the southern country. I have no objection 
against the southern States; but the Senator from 
Florida knows very well that [ have been op- 

osing these dry-docks for years, and | believe, 
if I had had his efficient co6peration at that time, 
I should have been able to defeat those appropri- 
ations. 

Mr. MALLORY. I was always opposed to 
them, but Congress chose to build those wooden 
docks. I agreed with the Senator entirely in his 
opposition to them. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 





I ask the Senator if he 


be taken off the contractor’s h@™#ids? 

Mr. MALLORY. The monéy had been paid 
to the contractors before I came to Congress, 
under a decision of the Attorney General. I did, 
therefore, the money having been paid to the 
contractors, recommend that the aeok should be 
taken off their hands. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. And that released the con- 
tractors from their bonds. They had agreed to 
make an efficient dock. Not having performed 
that agreement, the contractors came to Congress, 
and at the instance of the honorable Senator from 
Florida, as I understand, they were released. 

Mr. MALLORY. No, sir; the gentleman is 
mistaken. It was not at my instance. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My recollection is, and I 
should be glad to be corrected if I am wrong, that 
a provision of law released the contractors, and 
took the dock off their hands. I resisted it all the 
time. There never was, since this Government 
was organized, such an amount of legislative con- 
tracting and jobbing as was done in regard to these 
dry-docks at Kittery, at Philadelphia, at Pensa- 
cola, and at California. The honorable Senator 
now informs us that this dock is worthless. It 
has just been taken off the contractor’s hands. 
How much better is the condition of the dry- 
docks at Philadelphia and Kittery, which cost 
just as much as the one at Pensacola? I know 
nothing aboutthem. I have always declared them 
| to be utterly worthless, and nothing more than a 
job by which a set of contractors, by legislative 
contracts, got nearly four millions of dollars out 
of the public Treasury. The construction of these 
docks should be left as a question of administra- 
tion. I have not yet heard the honorable Senator 
from Florida read a recommendation from the 
Navy Department in favor of this dock, which he 
now proposes to construct at an expenditure of 
$1,500,000, because these docks generally cost 
that amount, or perhaps more than that in the 
southern country, where the yellow fever kills off 
the workmen. 

Mr. MALLORY. If, in the construction of 
great national works demanded by the evident 
condition of the country, the honorable Senator 
chooses to suspend his opinion, and wait the dic- 
tates of any executive officer, 1 do not; but, to 
satisfy him, I will state that the Secretary of the 
Navy has recommended this work, and put that 





charge comes with an ill grace from a gentleman | 


‘| 
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{| of the Government. I have met this opposition || recommendation in his annual report. If the 
F _ : 
|| Senator has not read it, it is not my fault. Thé 


Secretary of the Navy specially pointed out the 
evils of these wooden docks, their deterioration, 
and the expenditures to which they subjected the 


|| Government, and recommended stone structures 
| in their stead. 


| not referred to a stone dock. 


joined him. 


The Senator’s opposition to these works has 
His opposition was 
against a wooden dock, and in that opposition I 
This dock was recommended to be 
used under the opinion of the Attorney General 


of the United States, and under that opinion the 


| 
| 
j 
j 





| present Secretary of the Navy acted. 


| now adjourn. 
did not recommend that this weoden dock should |! 


| 


| division on the amendment. 
| & quorum present. 


| quorum. On a division th 
| 1%; and the Chair made a quorum. 


| to a new one. 





he money 
for its construction had all entirely been paid, and 


| it was deemed at that time that the responsibility 


of the builders was entirely released. 1 opposed 
these wooden docks; and had I been in Congress 


| when the honorable Senator was battling against 
| them, I would have joined him. 


I know from his 
speeches that he did earnestly oppose them, but 


_Lask him whether he is oro to a stone dock 


where it is essential to the Government? Though 
he opposed the structure of a wooden dock, un- 
less . takes the ground that there should be no 
dock at Pensacola at all, thatis no reason why he 
should oppose this proposition, which is to build 
one of stone. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the ques- 
tion, and declared that the noes seemed to have 
it. 


Mr. MALLORY. I should like to have the 


| yeas and nays on the amendment. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. MALLORY. I hope I shall be allowed a 
I think there is not 
“he question being taken, on a division there 
were—ayes 6, noes 15; no quorum voting. 

Mr. STUART. We must have the yeas and 
nays in order to get a quorum. 

Mr. MALLORY. I move that the Senate do 
[** Oh, no.’’] 

The motion was not agreed. to. 

Mr. STUART. lLask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WELLER. I call for another division, 

The question being again taken, on a division 
there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. STUART. I think Senators will see the 


| Recessity of having the yeas and nays upon this 


question, in order to obtain a quorum. 

Mr. WELLER. The yeas and nays have been 
refused; but I ask for another ¢ivision. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair did 
divide the Senate, but no quorum voted. 

Mr. WELLER. Several Senators have come 
into the Chamber since that time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 


| Florida. 


The question being taken, on a division there 
were—ayes 14, noes 17; no quorum voting. - 
Mr. STUART. I call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. WELLER. The Chair makes a quorum. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 


| ment is not agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. There was no quorum 
voting. 
The PRESIDENT pro te 


ore. There wasa 
were ayes 14, noes 


Mr. HUNTER, I believe we are acting wrongly 
in this matter. The wooden dock at Pensacola, 
it is said, is worn out; and if so, they are entitled 
I must vote with the Senator from 
Florida on that question. 

Mr. MALLORY. I read the printed report of 
the commission appointed to examine this dock, 
and the repairs which, if it is continued, it will 
be necessary to make every year. 

Mr. HUNTER. Was there atuorum voting 
on the amendment? } 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER: The amendment can be again 
moved in the Senate, after the bill is reported 
from the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MALLORY. [Ihave anotheramendment 
to offer from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
add as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be authorized to purchase of Hiram Berden the right to 
use, for baking the bread of the Navy, an automatic oven, 
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es 


invented by said Berden, with the machinery and furniture, 
during the existence of the patent for the same: Provided, 
That not more than $10,000 be paid forsaid right: 4nd pro- 
vided, That the Secretary of the Navy shall first be satisfied 
ther tie oven and machinery are of sufficient capacity to bake 


all the bread of the Navy, and that it will be forthe interest | 
of the Government to purchase the use of the same ; and in 
the event of his electing to purchase said right, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy is further authorized to cause said oven to | 
be erected by said Berden or otherwise, at such navy-yard | 
as he may deem most suitable for it: Prorided, The whole | 


expense for erecting the same, with machinery and furni- | 
ture complete, shall not exceed $40,000; and the sum of | 
$50,009 is hereby appropriated for the purposes mentioned | 
in this section, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
Wire appropriated. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
for? te 
Mr. MALLORY. I will give an explanation 
of it, or, if the Senate will listen to it, I have a let- 
ter from the Department which will explain it. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. State the explanation of it. | 
Mr. MALLORY. I wiil state it. 


What is this appropriation 


ake its own bread for the Navy. In connection 
with this subject, it is well for the Senate to know | 


that we use two millions five hundred thousand || 


pounds of bread per annum in the Navy. We 
now get it by contract. Itis very difficult, with | 
the most careful discrimination, to tell good from 
bad flour when baked into bread. Bad flour will 
become useless ina very short time. The average 
amount of bread which has been condemned as 
useless for the last six years has been $88,058 23 
worth, or an average annual condemnation of 
$14,343 04. The French, Russian, and English 
Governments bake their own bread. They find 
it economical to do so, and get a superior article. | 
‘There has been a recent invention called the au- 
tomatic even, made by a gentleman in the city | 
of New York. The inventor will not sell his | 
right to it, but takes a royalty upon the amount 
baked. ‘This oven is capable of baking two hun- 
dred barrels of flour per day. 
give the Government the use of it for $10,000. 
The expense of putting up such an oven would | 
be $40,000. The Secretary of the Navy recom- 
mends an appropriation of $50,000 to enable us 
to bake our own bread. It will be a matter of | 
great economy to us in a few years. It will bea 
saving of expense, and by it we can get a superior 
article of bread for the use of our Navy. This | 
is the whole explanation of the amendment. 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I want no patents to make | 
bread. 
kind in which the Senate should engage at this | 
time of night, when important matters have yet | 
to be acted on. 
Mr. MALLORY. The Senator from Georgia | 
may think so, We use two million five hundred | 
thousand pounds of bread annually in the Navy. | 
Every other Power in the world bakes its own | 
bread, and gets a superior article. We are con- 


stantly condemning the bread, because it is im- || 


possible to detect in the bread the bad flour of 
which it is made until itis to be used. The fact 
that we condemn $14,000 worth per annum, will 
show the Senator the necessity for this provis- 
ion. We are only to pay $10,000 for the right to 
use this oven. It is a matter of economy. 

Mr. WELLER. I believe they had a revolu- 
tion in France upon the subject of bread. I hope 
there will be no disturbance here upon it. I go 
for the bread. 


Mr. NOURSE. I should like to know what | 
has been the experience in regard to the use of | 
this even, for which we are to pay $50,000? | 

Mr. JOHNSON. This is evidently a proposi- | 
tion to buy out another New York concern. We | 
have already bought out one or two to-night; but | 
I do not think we should be compelled to buy out 
every one of them. Bread has been furnished to | 
the Navy by contract from the beginning of the | 
Government to the present time. 1 do trust and | 
hope we shallot be compelled to purchase from | 
New York everything in the world—even the | 
simple manner of baking bread. We cannot buy 
every patent in this way—it is ridiculous. 





The question being taken, on a division there |! 


were—ayes fourteen. 
Several Senarors. Do not count the other side. 
That is enough. 
The PRESIDENT pro . If Giat is the | 
understanding of the Senate, the Chair will an- | 
nounce that the amendment is not agreed to. 


——————— — 


This isa || 
ae to enable the Navy Department to || 


| 

| 

it isa very small business, and the last 1 
| 


I think we ought to make our | 


bread. ® 
| 
| 


| ful for the 
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the counting of the other side, for fear that we 
shall lose all the amendments we propose. I ask 
that the other side be counted. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore counted the 


in the negative—not a quorum voting. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. lask for the yeas and nays 
| on the amendment. 
_Mr. MALLORY. I withdraw the proposi- 
tion. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I have got the floor, and I 
wish to state one fact in regard to this business 
of buying patents. I recollect, when I was a 
member of the House of Representatives, a num- 
ber of years ago, that a parcel of fellows came 
here and proposed to build docks. It was thought 
a great chine, and was carried in both Houses. 
Every man who did not vote for it was consid- 
ered an old fogy. They built them at Kittery, 


struct one in California. 
that they never put a ship upon them. They 
tried to do so at Pensacola, under the supervision 
of one of the ablest men in our Navy, and it 
failed. After that experiment had failed, Con- 
gress left it to the discretion of the present Sec- 
retary of the Navy to dock a ship in California, 
and he exercised that discretion by not having it 
done there. That scheme has been exposed; and 
now here is a proposition to buy another patent 
—for what? 

Mr. PUGH. To build an oven. 

Mr. TOOMBS. [am afraid the oven will go 
down like the dry-docks, and [ have no doubt 
will do so. Whenever you buy a monopoly or 
a patent, you—I will not give the simile, it would 
not be very polite in the Senate; but the whole 
— of this proposition, beyond question, is a 
| job. 


|| The Senator from Florida tells us, as a reason 
He consents to || 


for this amendment, that we condemn $14,000 
| worth of bread annually. We do not pay for 
what we condemn, and therefore, if we condemned 
$400,000 worth, jt would not cost us anything. 
According to the Presentarrangement we get good 
bread, or else we do not pay for it; but if we build 
our own oven, and it falls down, we shall have to 
| pay for putting it up again, and buy other bread 
in the mean time. 
Mr. MALLORY. I shall not detain the Sen- 
ate 
Mr. WADE. There is manifestly no quorum 
present, and I therefore move that the Senate 
adjourn. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I hope not. 
Several Senators. Oh, no. 
| ‘The motion was not agreed to. 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Gentlemen should 
| remember that this proposition does not adopt 
| this plan of supplying the Navy with bread. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
|| understands that the amendment is withdrawn. 
| Mr. BIGLER. Is it in order to debate the 
|| question after it is withdrawn? 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I did not under- 
I stand that it was withdrawn. This question,was 
| carefully examined by the Committee on Naval 
|| Affairs, and was thought to be of importance. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment has been withdrawn. 
Mr. MALLORY. We can offer it again. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Very well. 
Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment is to 
come in as a new section: 
ind be it further enacted, That to enable the Secretary 








| 


| of the Navy to test useful inventions and discoveries appli- 


cable to and fonqnet to advance the efficiency of the Navy, 
the sum @ $10,000 is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the same is 
subject to his control. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment is: 

And be it further enacted, That hereafter it shall be law- 
ecretary of the Navy to place the supervision 
of the compilation and publication of the Nautical Almanac 
in charge of any officer or ssor of mathematics of the 
Navy of competent qualifications: Provided, ‘That such 
officer or prot , when so employed, shall receive no 
—— pay than the duty-pay to which his grade shall entitle 

m. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I call the attention of the 
| Senate to the fact, that this is the first time this 
| almanac has received a legislative recognition. 
i Oh, no!’’] I believe it is. It may be that the 

ommittee on Naval Affairs has now presented 





Mr. MALLORY. I shall be compelled to ask |! this proposition in accordance with precedents; 


a . 
|| but if so, I have not known of it. 
| lieve it ought to take this direction now. 


Philadelphia, Pensacola, and have tried to con- | 
The result of it was 


March 2, 


1 do not be- 


I 
the Senator from Florida will explain it, a 


: | we may know what it is. 
_noes,and announced that sixteen Senators voted | 


| Mr. MALLORY. Iwill explain to my frieng 
|| from Arkansas in a few words. Many years 
|| ago — eight or ten at least — Congress made use 
|| of these terms: ‘‘ The Secretary of the Navy is 
|| authorized to place an officer not below the grade 
| of lieutenant in charge of the Nautical Almanac,” 
|| Mr. Davis was placed in charge of it, and by 
|| some construction of the Department hie received 
| $3,000 a year. The proposition to pay him that 
| sum was twice struck out of the appropriation 
| bills in this body, but somehow or other he ob. 
| tained $3,000 through the interpretation of the 
| Navy Department. That gentleman having been 
detached from this duty, and a professor of math. 
_ematics ordered to it, the proposition is to open 
the compilation of the work to any officer of 
proper qualifications, either an officer of the line 
or a professor of mathematics; and make his 
ee for this business his legitimate pay. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. Loffer another amendment: 


| And be it further enacted, That the acts making appropri- 
| ations for the naval service of the Sth of August, 1854, and 
the 3d of March, 1855, shall be so construed as to allow to 
the boatswains, gunners, sail-makers, and carpenters of the 
Navy, when on shore duty, the same percentage for sea 
service that is allowed to them when on sea duty. 


Mr. JOHNSON. When that is adopted, I pre. 
sume, from past experience, it will be necessarily 
followed by an increase of pay to a large number 
of other parties not included in this proposition, 
I merely call attention to this in order that it may 
be marked. 

Mr. MALLORY. In explanation I will state 
to the Senator from Arkansas the facts of the 
| case. Congress has declared, by law, that the 
boatswains, carpenters, sail-makers, and gunners, 
who are not commissioned officers, but warrant 
officers of the Navy, and essential, should receive 
a percentage of two per cent. per annum on every 
year’s sea service they had seen. Their salary 
was very small, and they petitioned Congress for 
anincrease. It was thought that the most proper 
way to increase it was to give them a percentage 
for sea service. The Department, however, in 
construing the law has ak allowed them a per- 
centage for sea service while on sea duty proper 
at sea, and does not allow it for the time spent in 
shore duty. This is to remedy that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have no doubt it ought to 
be done, because every time the Departments re- 
fuse to grant an increased allowance, it ought to 
be granted, and every time they grant it it should 
be refused. I hope the Senate will now doit, but 
| Ishall certainly not vote for it. 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment is: 


And be it further enacted, That naval officers, midshipmen 
included, entitled to examination for promotion, but pre- 
vented from presenting themselves for examination when 
so entitled by being on duty beyond the limits of the United 

States, shall, if subsequently examined and promoted, be 

entitled to the rank and pay to which they would have been 
entitled if they had been promoted by the examination to 
| 














which they were entitled when absent as aforesaid: Pro- 
vided, That in all cases, those claiming the benefits of this 
provision shall present themselves for such examination 
within sixty days after their return to the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The next is, in line one 
hundred and thirty-three, after the word ‘*wharf,” 
to insert ‘‘ and mooring piers;’’ and in lines one 
hundred and thirty-four and one hundred and 
thirt ay to strike out ‘* $362,308,’ and insert 
“cc 

,808. 

This addition is for mooring piers for the dry- 
dock, and other appendages which are required 
for the working of the floating dock in California. 
These piers were estimated by the contractors for 
the dock, and have been used by them under a 
lease authorized by Congress until the Govern- 
ment took possession of the dock, and are now 
used by the Government. To these piers the 
dock is now moored; and they must be used for 
sinking the dock, and taking up vessels for repairs. 
An estimate by the Government officers of the 
value of these appendages has been ordered, and 
though axpecied aoe this date, has not yet been 
received. This appropriation is to cover the 
expenses of those necessary appendages, to be 
a by the Secretary of the Navy as, in his 


: 


ju t, he may decide. If the appropriation 


: 
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should not now be made, it may be some eighteen | Mr. JOHNSON. I move to reconsider the vote | if restored to the Navy, the amount so received under this 

months before another Congress would e the ateenen the last amendment. | — Seen be Setaveed from qhe pay to welch they wit 

necessary appropriation. || Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know what the || the act to promote erelbteanperme Neen to ainen 
The amendment was agreed to. . 1 


Mr. MALLORY. Ihave another amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
is hereby authorized to sell at public auction the wharf to 
the Naval Asylum, and also the plot of ground cut off from | 
the Asylum by Shippen street, it in his opinion a fair price 


1 
| 
can be obtained for it, the proceeds to be carried to the | 
credit of the Naval Hospital fund, from which fund they | 
were purchased. 

This is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to sell a piece of land which he regards as useless | 
tothe Naval Asylum. 

A Senator. Where is it? 

Mr. MALLORY. We have but one naval | 
asylum, and that is at Philadelphia. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have great doubts about | 
this amendment, though I should like to vote for 
it if Leould. Much regret has been expressed 
here to-night as to the amount of money in the I 
Treasury; and we have heard expressions of | 
anxiety as to the tariff. If we permit measures | 
like this to go on, we shall be filling the Treasury | 
so full by the proceeds of the sales of public | 
property that we shall not know what to do with | 
it, {Laughter.] It is palpable that we shall | 
never reach a low state of the public Treasury if 
we go onin this way; and the thermometer of | 
public prosperity, as indicated by the Treasury, | 
will never come down atall. I trust this will not 

| 


be adopted. Of course it will add largely to the 
Treasury, and if that be done I am afraid we | 
shall not know what to do with the money. | 
{Laughter.] It must either add to the Treasury, | 
or there must be a little corruption in selling the 
property. 
he amendment was agreed to. | 
| 


Mr. MALLORY. The next amendment is: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy | 
be, and he is hereby, directed to have prepared, and to re- | 
port to Congress at its next session for its approval, a code | 
of regulations for the government of the Navy, which shall 
embrace such general orders and forms for the performance 
of all the necessary duties incumbent on the officers there- | 
of, both ashore and afloat, including rules for the govern- | 
ment of courts-martial and courts of inquiry, as well as to | 
establish the rank and precedence of each grade of officers 
in the line of promotion, and the relative rank and prece- 
dence, ashore and afloat, between them and non-combat- 
ants, and between officers and petty officers of all grades 
not in the line. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. The nextamendment of the 
Naval Committee is to add, as new sections: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy | 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to cause to 
be constructed for the United States Navy, at as early a 
day as practicable, consistently with a due regard for econ- 
omy and efficiency, ten sloops-of-war, to be provided with 
screw propellers, and properly armed and equipped for ser- 
vice; said vessels and machinery to be built by contract, or 
in the Government navy-yards, as the Secretary of the Navy | 
may think most advisable for the public interest. 

ind be it further enacted, That there be, and is hereby, | 
appropriated, to be expended by the Secretary of the Navy 
for the purpose above stated, $2,000,000, cut of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is not that the separate bill 
which we passed for ten sloops-of-war? 

Mr. MALLORY. It is the bill we passed last 
session for building ten steam sloops. If I may 
mention what has taken place in the House of 
Representatives, I will say that they endeavored 
to pass it there to-day, and had a large majority, 
but as it required a two-third vote it could not be | 
done. This is offered at the instance of the Naval 
Committee of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there any description of | 
size? 

Mr. MALLORY. They are sloops-of-war | 
drawing sventeen feet of water. We have now | 
no such vessels in our Navy as these will be. | 

| 
| 


They will be the only steam vessels of war which 
can enter our southern ports. 

Mr. WADE. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
this question. It seems to me to be an important | 
one. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. MALLORY. I have another amendment: 


“And be it further enacted, That the yearly pay of the 
clerks to the pursers stationed at each of the pavy-yards at 
pce — York, and Norfolk, — clerks to ao 

tors in charge of provisions an at those 
shall be g1,000.. os — 


The amendment was agreed to. 





qeetetenttiietreesenerenasiine 





pay of clerks to pursers now is at sea? 
Mr. MALLORY. Pursers’ clerks did not 
exist by law until the last session of Congress. 
The pursers had them, and paid them out of their 
own pockets. They were pursers’ stewards, 
usually taken from the men before the mast. Last 
session we changed their name from stewards to 
clerks, and gave them the same pay as midship- 
men, $450 at sea. Forsea service it is very easy 
to get pursers’ clerks at almost any salary. Per- 
sons are willing to go for the sake of the cruise, 
living in the steerage or ward-room. The salaries 
of these clerks, however, at the large disbursing 
yards of New York, Boston, and Norfolk, is only 
$750 It is not deemed necessary to increase the 
salary of similar classes of iene at the other 
navy-yards, because they have nothing like as 
much todo. At the large refitting yards these 


morning to night. They perform responsible 
duties. The Department thinks $750 a year is 
too little for them. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. About $1,000,000 
are disbursed annually at each of these yards. 
The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. I move, in lines eight and 
nine, to strike out ‘* $3,505,449,’’ and insert: 

Four million three hundred and eighty thousand four 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars ; and the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he ‘4s hereby, authorized to enlist ten thou- 
sand men for the Navy, instead of seven thousand five hun- | 
dred, and to expend so much of this amount as may, in his | 
opinion, be necessary to transport officers and men to and 
from Panama, to relieve the officers and crews of ships in 
the Pacific— 
so that the clause will then read: 

‘“‘ For pay of commissioned, warrant, and petty officers 
and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, 
$4,380,489 ; and the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is | 
hereby, authorized to enlist ten thousagd men,’’ &c. 

The Secretary of the Navy has, for five or six 
years, brought to the attention of Congress the | 
inadequacy of the number of seamen employed. 
1 have before me his last recommendation on the | 
subject, in these words: 

“*{ again renew the recommendation heretofore often 
made, of allowing the Department to employ as many as 
ten thousand seamen, instead of seven thousand five hun- 
dred. The number now allowed is inconveniently small, 
particularly at this time, when so many will be needed to 
man the new frigates nearly completed, the machinery of 


which, in ascordance with the contracts, must be tested at | 
an early day.’’ 


The sum named is the estimate of the Depart- | 
ment at $250 per man per annum for the two | 
thousand five hundred additional seamen. The | 
amendment also contains &provision allowing the | 
Secretary of the Navy to expend a portion of the 
fund in transporting officers and seamen across | 
the Isthmus to supply the place of the Pacific | 
fleet. > 4 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator has now moved | 
to increase an appropriation from thyee millions | 
to four millions of dollars. <A great deal of anx- | 
iety has existed to get clear of the surplus in the | 
Treasury. I think now we are ina fair way to | 
attain the object of depleting it. I am proud to | 
see how it is done, when | know that it is to be 
for national glory. Feeling this so sensibly, I 
must say that I think I have been wrong all the | 
while in objecting, as | have done, to these various | 
appropriations, even on little matters of public 
printing, in regard to which this body makes a 
rule and then violates it whenever a chance is pre- 
sented. I shall make no opposition to this prop- 
osition to increase an appropriation over one | 
million of dollars. I only call attention fo it, as | 
showing that we shall very soon have no surplus. | 
Of course, we ought to pass this measure, and | 
carry out the views of the committee and the | 
Department. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I have two or three 
little amendments, with which I am charged by | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. The first is to 
insert, as an additional section: | 

And beit further enacted, Thatthe sum of $71,000 be, and | 

‘ 





the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated,to be applied in ear- 
rying out the third section of the act “ to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘ An act to promote the efficiency of the Navy,’ ” grant- 
ing one year’s duty pay to the dropped officers who shall 
not be restored to the Navy; and that all the said dropped 
officers shall be entitled to receive the same forthwith ; but 


men have much to do. They are employed from 





1 will simply observe that this provision is 
already made for them; but the payment is with- 
held for six months by the act which we have 
passed. This amendment provides for paying it 
immediately. It contains nothing which lias not 
already been passed into law except that. The 
only question ts, whether we shall pay the dropped 
officers now in advance, and allow the money to 
be deducted from the pay of those who may be ~ 
restored, or whether we shall keep them all wait- 
ing for six months. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I have another 
amé@ndment from the committee. It is to insert, 
atter line one hundred and ninety: 

That from.and after the Ist of July, 1856, the clerks and 
others in. the Washington navy-yard shall be entitled to 
receive, 4s heretofore, the compensation authorized by 
the act of April 22, 1854, for the payment of which such 
sum as may be necessary be and is hereby appropriated. 

_ For two years no payment has been made of 
this sum, which is due under the act of 1854. 
That act provides: 

“ That the stamp and blank-agent for the Post Office De- 
partment shall receive the same salary as clerks of the 
second class provided for in the first section of this act; 
and an addition of twenty per cent. is hereby added to the 
pay now authorized by law to each of the messengers, 
packers, laborers, and watchmen of the different Executive 

epartments of the Government in Washington; to the 
clerks emploved atthe navy-yard and marine burracks at 
Washington.”’ 

By some accident or negligence no estimate has 
been made for two years. I moved this amend- 
ment last year; but in the confusion and impa- 
tience of the Senate, at the close &f the session, 
it was not inserted. ‘Rhese officers are now en- 
titled to twenty per cent. for two years. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the twenty per cent. 
law was a temporary one for one year only. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. In 1855, an esti- 
mate was made, and an appropriation was made 
for this object. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator understand 
that as having been a permanentaddition to their 
salaries ? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RUSK. The amendments of this com- 
mittee seem to be interminable. It is now half 
past twelve o’clock, and we have hardly a quorum 
present. I move that the Senate adjourn. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore, by general con- 
sent, presented, for reference, a House bill (No. 
289) bor the relief of John W. Cox; and it was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


* The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and resolutions, whieh had 
heretofore received the signature of the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

An act to establish an additional land district 
in the State of Wisconsin; 

An act for the relief of William L. Davidson; 

An act for the relief of Jedediah H. Lathrop 
and sureties; 

A resolution concerning Wolf Island; 

A resolution relative to sections sixteen and 
thirty-six, in the Territories of Minnesota, Kan- 
sas, and Nebraska; 

An act to confirm certain entries of land therein 
named; 

An act to establish three additional land offices 
in the Territory of Nebraska; and 

An act to establish three additional land offices 
in the Territory of Kansas. 


MARY HOOKER. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend fgom Texas has 
agreed to withdraw the motion for adjournment 
to enable me to have a. bill passed, if the Senate 
will extend me thatfavor. In twenty-four hours 
I shall not be a member of this body any longer. 
There is on the table a private bill from the House 
of Representatives granting a pension to an old 
or which I all like to have passed. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will receive the Senator’» motion by general con- 
sent. 


Mr, BRODHEAD. I move to take up the bill 
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H. R. No. 532) for the relief of the heirs of || mittee appointed on the part of thie House of | 
| Representatives, to wait on James Buchanan, of 


lary Hooker. . | 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior | 
to place on the pension roll the name of mer 
Hooker, widow of James Hooker, who was mil- 
itary or hospital storekeeper in the State of Con- 
necticut during the war of the Revolution, and 
pay her the rate of pension to which she would be 
entitled under the act of July 7, 1838, and subse- | 
quent acts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REMISSION CF DUTIES. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I move to discharge the Com- 
mittee on Finance from the consideration of*the 
bill (FH. R. No. 848) to remit or refund duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise destroyed by fire, 
and ask that that bill be now taken up. | 4 

Mr. HUNTER. Tf have no objection to the | 
committee being discharged; but I must say that | 
the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Pearce|—one | 
of the members of the committee—examined the 
bill, and desires to express his objections to it. | 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let him stay Lore and do the 
public business, 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
agreed to. : 

Mr. PUGH. How can we get up this bill 
while the naval appropriation bill is pending? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can be done 
only by unanimous consent. The appropriation 
bill is before the Senate, if there be any objection 
to the consideration of the bill named by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. PUGH. I must object to the considera- 
tion of that bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I renew my motion that the Sen- | 
ate adjourn. 

Mr. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays, 


|| Pennsylvania, and ae him of his election as 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It |! 


President of the United States, reported that the 
committee had performed the duty assigned them, 
and that the President elect, in signifying his ac- 
ceptance of the office to which he had been chosen 


_ by the people, said: 


it 
1 
| on the part of the Senate, jointly with the®com- | 

mittee appointed on the part of the House of Rep- | 


* You will please to communicate to the respective 
Ilouses of Congress my acceptance of the trust confided to 
me, and at the same time express to them my grateful ac- 
knowledgments, and assure them of the deep sense of obli- 
gation with which I regard this manifestation of confidence 
on the part of my countrymen. It will be my earnest | 
endeavor to prove that their confidence bas not been mis- | 
placed.’? | 


VICE PRESIDENT ELECT. 
Mr. WELLER, from the committee appointed | 


resentatives, to wait on John C. Breckinridge, of 
Kentucky, and notify him of his election as Vice | 
President of the United States, reported that the | 
committee had performed the duty assigned them, | 
and that the Vice President elect, in signifying 
his acceptance of the office to which he had been 
chosen Ge the people, said: 


“T accept with pleasure the office of Vice President of | 
the United States to which you have now officially informed 














| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 579) for the res 
lief of Robinson Gammon, reported it withoy 
/ amendment, and submitted an adverse report, 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Pep. 
sions, to whom were referred the following biljs 
reported them without amendment: . 

An act (H. R. No. 374) for the relief of Cjgj. 
| born Vaughn; 

An act (H. R. No. 839) for the relief of Dania) 
Wacaser; and : 

An act (H. R. No. 840) for the relief of Samp. 
son Hays, a soldier in the war with Mexico, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 88) for the relieg 
of Amos Armstrong, of Ohio, reported it withoy: 
amendment, and also submitted a report on the 
subject. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom wag 
referred the petition of Margaret McClure, sub. 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 

y Mr. Cuttiom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House of Representatives had passed the bill of 
| the Senate (No. 576) making a grant of land to 








me that I have been elected. It will be my most earnest || the Territory of Minnesota, in alternate sections, 


endeavor to discharge the duttes which belong to it in such 


|| & manner as to merit the confidence which my countrymen 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


to aid in the construction of certain railroads jy 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL, 


| . . ° 
have reposed in me.” } said Territory, with an amendment. 
| 


Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, asked to be discharged from the fur- 


| ther consideration of the resolution of the Senate 


and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted || 


—yeas 17, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, Biggs. 
Bigier, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hous- 
ton, Mason, Nourse, Rusk, Sebastian, Thomson of New 


NAYS — Messrs. Douglas, Fish, Foot, Foster, Gwin, 
Johnson, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Seward, Stuart, Toombs, 
Weller, and Wilson—14, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 
adjourned. . 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 3, 1857. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Sreruen P. Hit. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| 
| 


in relation to the expediency of sending a com- 
missioner to the islands of the East Indian archi- 
pelago, to investigate the claims of the Govern- 
ment of the Netherlands to sovereignty over those — 


| islands, for the reasons set forth in a letter from 


the Secretary of State; which was ordered to be 
printed; and the committee were discharged from | 


| the further consideration of the subject. 


\ 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore iid before the | 


Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- | 


nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the | 


Senate, information in relation to reports of Col- || to whom was referred the memorial of Daniel | 


onel Long and Captain Palmer, of the United 
States Army, on the improvement of the harbor | 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of J. C. Tucker, sub- | 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to | 
be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, to whom was referred the memorial of | 
Townsend Harris, reported a bill (S. No. 645) for | 
his relief; which was read, and passed to asecond | 
reading. He also submitted a document on the | 
subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the petition of Edmund W. Holmes | 
and others, praying that a register may be issued | 
for the British-built vel Leo, reported adversely | 
thereon, for the reason stated in aletter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Claims, 


Kerr, submjtted a report, accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 646) for the relief of the legal represent- 


of Dubuque; which was read; and, on motion of || atives of John D. Kerr; which was read, and 


* 


Mr. Srvarrt, it was laid onthe table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a message from 
the President of the United States communicating 
a letter of the Secretary of the Navy in reply to 
the resolution of the Senate of August 15, 1856, 
calling for his opinion as to whether the national 
defenses and the best interests of the country 
require the discontinuance of any navy-yard or 
naval station on the Atlantic sea-board, or a 
change of their location; which, on motion of Mr. 
Srvart, was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed, 

CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. GEYER presented the credentials of Hon. 
Trusten Poyx, chosen a Senator of the United 
States by thé Legislature of Missouri for six 
years from and after the 4th of March, 1857; which 
were read, and ordered to be filed. 

Mr. FISH presented the crédentials of Hon. 
Preston Kuve, elected a Senator by the Legis- 
lature of New York for six years from and after 


and ordered to be filed. 


PRESIDENT ELECT. 


Mr. WELLER, from the committee appointed 
on the part of the Senate, jointly with the com- 


|| Stone, re 


| Mr. 








|| passed to a second reading; and the report was 

|| ordered to be printed. 

|| Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 

|| sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 

|| 594) providing an increase of pension to Isaac 

|| Phillips, reported it without amendment. 

|| He also, from the same committee, to whom 

|| was referred the bill (H. R. No. 603) for the re- 

| lief of the children and heirs of Levi and Mary 
rted it without amendment. 

RKEE, from the Committee on Revo- 

| lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the pe- 

| tition of Joseph Holman, asked that the commit- 

| tee be discharged from the further consideration 

| of the petition; which was agreed to. 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom 


mitted an adverse report; which was concurred 


in. 
Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred 


An act (H. R. No. 375) for the relief of George 
Bond; an . 

An act (H. R, No. 378) for the relief of Rich- 
eee the Seminole war of 


| was referred the petition of Jacob Schenck, sub- 


the following bills, reported them without amend- 
the 4th day of March, 1857; which were read, | ment: 


| 
| 





The message also announced that the House 
of Representatives agree to some and disagree to 
other amendments of the Senate to the bill (H, 
| R. No. 606) making appropriations for the legis. 
| lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 

Government for the year ending Tams 30, 1858, 





ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and have appointed Mr. 
James H.Campse.tr, Mr. E.B. Wasupurne, and 
Mr. Lumpkin, conferees on the part of the House, 

The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 606) making appro- 
priations for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1858; and on motion of Mr. Hunter, 
it was 

Rerolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and agree \o 
the conference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses thereon. 

Mr. Pearce, Mr. Toomss, and Mr. Cray, were 
appointed conferees on the part of the Senate. 


MESSENGER’S PAY. 


Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee to Audit and 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the principal messenger in the office of 
the Secretary of the Senate shall receive the same annual 
salary as the messengers under the Sergeant-at-Arms ; and 
that the Secretary be authorized to pay the same out of tle 
contingent fund from the date at which the compensation 
of the messengers was fixed by the Senate. 


REPORT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 


Mr. JOHNSON. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred a mo- 
tion to print additional copies of the report of the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 
to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 
ten thousand extra copies of the eleventh annual report of 
the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, two 
thousand five hundred of the same to be for the use of the 
Institution ; and that the Secretary be authorized to add to 
the portion of his report now before the Senate such matter 
as may be necessary to complete the same: Provided, That 
such additions shall not exceed in the aggregate four hun- 
dred and twenty-three pages, the number of contained 
in the tenth annual repert: 4nd provided further, Thatthe 
entire amount of copy necessary to complete the said report 
pa placed in the hands of the public printer by or before the 
10th day of April next; but no se of said copy shall be 
placed in the hands of the public printer until the whole 
shall have been completed and delivered into the hands of 
the Superintendent of the Public Printing. 


I ask that the resolution be considered and 
adopted at once. / The whole cost of the work 
will be $5,363. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


PRINTING OF THE EXTRA SESSION. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I am also instructed by the 
Committee on Printin 
regard to the printing of the extra session. 


to offer a resolution in 
There 
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has been heretofore no order or law in regard to it; 
consequently it is liable af all times to involve 
reater expense, or to create difficulties between | 
the different public printers. Iask for the con- | 
sideration and adoption of the following resolu- 
aad 
raat That the printing ordered during the ensuing 
special session of the Senate shall be executed by the 
printer to the Senate for the present Congress. 
The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed .to. 


MAPS OF THE PATUXENT AND ST. MARY’S 
RIVERS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, reported the following resolution; which was | 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: | 

Resolved, That the maps of the Patuxent and St. Mary’s | 
rivers, ordered by the Senate to be engraved on the 14th of 
January, if not communicated to the Senate before the close 
of the present session, be transmitted to the Secretary of the || 
Senate when completed. 


PENITENTIARIES IN NEBRASKA AND KAN- 
SAS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask leave to report back 
from the Committee on Territories a bill making 
appropriations for the construction of a peniten- 
tiaryinthe Territory of Nebraska, with an amend- 
ment making a similar provision for a penitentiary 
in Kansas, which is very essential. Itcosts more 
there to guard each prisoner than the jail itself 
would cost. I hope the bill will be acted on 
now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, | 
asin Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill | 
(H.R. No. 415) to make an appropriation for | 
the construction of a penitentiary in the Territory | 
of Nebraska. 

It proposes to appropriate $30,000, to be ex- | 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of | 
the Interior, for the erection of a penitentiary at | 
the capital of Nebraska Territory, if it can be | 
built and completed, including cost of site, for | 
that sum. 

The Committee on Territories reported the bill | 
with an amendment making a similar provision | 
for the construction of a penitentiary in the Ter- | 








' 
| 


ritory of Kansas. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amenged, | 
andthe amendment was concurred in, and ordered | 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read the third | 
time. It was read the third time, and passed. | 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the title was | 
amended so as to read: ‘* A bill to make an ap- 
propriation for the construction of a penitentiary 
in the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO KANSAS, 


Mr. STUART. I ask the Senate to take up 
the bill making a grant of land to the Territor 
of Kansas to aid in the construction of a railroad. 
It can be passed in five minutes. I am anxious 
to have it passed now, so that it may be acted on 
in the House of Representatives at this session. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I hope we shall 
proceed with the bill which was under considera- 
tion when the Senate adjourned last night. 

The motion of Mr. Stuart was agreed to; and 
the Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill (S. No. 638) making a 
grant of alternate sections of the public lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad in the Territory | 
of Kansas. It makes a grant of land in the usual | 
form for a road from the Missouri river, by way | 
of Lawrence and Lecompton, to Fort Riley. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
read. 

The Sceretary proceeded to read it, but was in- 
terrupted b 

Mr. STUART. There is certainly no use in 
reading the bill through. It is in the ordinary 
form of bills granting public lands to railroads. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does it require unanimous 
consent to consider this bill? It 1s a bill granting | 
alternate sections of the ;ublic lands to a railroad, | 
and I cannot consent that the consideration of the 
appropriation bills shall be put aside for such a 
bill as that. 


_. STUART. We can pass it in five min- 
utes, 


; 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


I ask that the bill be | 


bill was when it was taken up. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HUNTER. I had no idea of Phar-the | 


Mr. BIGGS. Let the amendments be read. | 











The Secretary read the first amendment of the | en bill, for the purpose of taking up the 
Committee on Public Lands, which was, in lines i ul for the admission of Oregon into the Union 
nine and eleven, to strike out the following words: || as a State, and on that question I call for the yeas 
With a branch from said road, to ran southerly, near || and nays. 
Fort Scott, to the north line of said Territory, in the direc- | The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
tion of Galveston, in the State of Texas.” | taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 26; as follows: 
Mr. BIGGS. I desire to know whether or not YEAS—Messrs. Biggs, Bright, Douglas, Durkee, Fish, 
this is an appropriation of public lands for a rail- || Fitch, Foster, Gwin, Johnson, Nourse, Sebastian, Seward, 
road company; and if so, what kind of company || en ee eee a 
eis , : : NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin 
itis that is to receive this bounty? What author- | Brodhead, Brown, Clay, "Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot. 
ity has chartered the corporation that is to obtain || Geyer, Green, Hale, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, James, 
the grant we are about to make? I understand || Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, 
that most of these railroad grants have been made || Fekete FJ Rentnely, Thomson of New Jersey, 
to the authorities of the States or Territories, If || “°O™"’ ae ee 
this grant is to be made, it seems to me it ought So the motion was not agreed to. 


| 
to be made to the corporate authorities of the Ter- DUPLICATE PATENTS. 
i} 


ritory, and let them determine about the location Mr. STUART. 1 desire to take & mictidn 0 


ae eee . sone te postpone all prior '| reconsider the vote by which the Senate passed 


| a joint resolution in regard to authorizing the 

orders, for the purpose of taking up the naval || * J!" : 
appropriation bill. PThis te the liet der of the || 8sue of duplicate patents for lands in certain 
session, and we have yet to act upon three appro || cases. I ask that the motion to reconsider may 

Hur tae erg RB: , . || be entered. 
priation bills—the civil, mail steamer, and forti- || . . 
fication bills, besides the navy bill. i] The motion was entered. 

Mr. STUART. I think the Senator had bet- MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 


ter let this bill be ees and passed before he || Mr, STUART. A bill has been returned from 
makes his motion, I only wish to say to the Sen- | the House of Representatives, with an amend- 
ator from North Carolina that this bill has been || ment, which I ask general consent to have taken 
considered with great care, and has been placed || up and concurred in. 
in a shape which all the contending parties in There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
Kansas agree to. It suits all pagies, and they || to consider the amendment of the House of Rep- 
say they would not agree to anything else. The || pesentatives to the bill (S.No. 576) making a 
company is chartered by the Territorial Legisla- | grant of land to the Territéry of Minnesota, in 
ture of Kansas. They propose to construct a |) gjternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
road from Missouri, by way of Lawrence and |) certain railroads in said Territory. 
Lecompton, to Fort Ryey. The grant of Idnd |) “yy STUART. Itis unnecessary to read the 
proposed by the bill is not large, because a con- || ayendment. 
siderable share of the land is already taken up. Mr. BIGGS. 
, ak BIGGS. ; a like to know how much . 
and 18 contained In the grant. 1} > Secre yo . nt i ‘ 

Mr HUNTER. I ha sg inotion to postpone || Ke pMaeTaee: The amendment is to add as 
all prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the || 


| 725 bill || And be it further enacted, That there be, and hereby is, 
nava * propriation ill. : || granted to the State of Alabama, to aid in the construction 
Mr. UART. I hope that will not be done. || ofa railroad from the line of Georgia, on the Chattahoochie 


_The motion was agreed to; there being, on a || Friver—— 
division—ayes nineteen, noes not counted. || Mr. FOOT. It is unnecessary to go through 
PRIORITY OF BUSINESS. || with the reading of the amendment. It is a ggant 


1 in the usual form. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpat- || Mr. BIGGS. I want to know the purport of it. 


rick in the chair.) The unfinished business, at | Mr. FOOT. The principle of the bill and of 
the time of the adjournment last evening — the || the House amendment is the same. 

naval appropriation bill—is now before the Sen- 1 Mr. BIGGS. I understand it is a railroad bill 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole. \| for Alabama, added to the Minnesota bill. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. There was a small | Mr. FOOT. I move that the Senate concur in 
amendment pending when the Senate adjourned || the amendment. 
last night, in regard to the clerks at the navy- Mr. BIGGS. 

ard, respecting the compgpsation authorized by | 
the act of 1854, no estimat® for which has been 
made for two years past. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise to a question of order. 
Is there a bill now pending ? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The motiun made was to post- 
pone all prior orders, but not to take up another 
order. 





Let it be read. 


I desire to hear 


it 


| 
| 
IG I am opposed to that as well as 
| to the original bill. 

| The amendment was concurred in. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
| 633) making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1858. 
Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. When the Senate 
Mr. HUNTER. That is always put in one || adjourned last evening a small amendment was 
motion. || pending, to appropriate a sufficient sum of mone 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion || to pay the clerks in the Washington nor opi, 
was to postpone and take up. || according to the act of 1854, which appears to be 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The unfinished || the permanent law. No estimate has been made 
business of yesterday is now under consideration, || for this payment during the last year or this year, 
as I understand. || and the amendment is to supply that defect in the 
Mr. STUART. Two motions cannot be put at || estimate. It is a permanent law, not a new pro- 
once. A Senator cannot move to postpone prior || vision. 
orders, and at the same time to take up another || The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
bill. ; | is on the amendment of the Committee on Naval 
| 


inform the Senator that the postponement of the || sert: 
bill last under consideration brought up for con- | 
sideration®the business which was before the 
Senate at the time of the adjournment last even- 


ing. 
Mr. STUART. Thatisa mistake. The morn- | 
ing hour has not yet expired. The unfinished | 
business will come up at one o’clock, and not till | 
then. 
Mr. HUNTER. Ever since I have been in | 
the Senate the motions to postpone and take up 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will || Affairs, after line one hundred and ninety, to in- 


—** that from and after the Ist of July, 1856, the clerks and 
others in the Washington navy-yard shall be entitled to 
receive the compensauion authorized by the act of April 22, 
1854; for the payment of which such sum as may be neces- 
sary be, and the same is hereby, appropriated.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I have another 
amendment from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to insert after line ten, the following: 


That the officers of the La Plata expedition who per- 
formed the duties of grades higher than their own respect- 
ively, shall be entitled to receive, in lieu of the pay of their 
own grades, the pay of the grades whose duties they per- 
formed respectively, for and during the time they performed 
the same; and that the same be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was ageeed to, 


have always been put as one motion. I have 
never heard the question raised before about sep- 
arating the motion to postpone all prior orders 
from the motion to take up a particular bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I submit a motion to test | 
the question. I move to postpone the naval ap- | 
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Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
small amendment from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs: 

That J. P. J. Milton, first clerk of the commandant of 
the navy-yard at Memphis, be paid for his services as second 
or os assistant clerk during the time he shall appear to have 
performed said last mentioned services, at the rate allowed 


the second clerk at the navy-yard at New York, and that | 


a sufficient sum therefor be appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

This only amounts to $800. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I have one more 
amendment with which I am charged by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. It is to insert as anew 
Beclion: 

And be it further enacted, That the surviving officers of 


the navy of the Republic of Texas who were duly commis- | 


sioned as such at the time of annexation, shall be entitled 


to the pay of officers of like grades when waiting orders in | 
the Navy of the United States, for five years from the time | 
of said annexation; and asum sufficient to make the pay- | 


rent is hereby appropriated out of the Treasury: Provided, 
The number of said surviving officers shall not exceed nine: 


| committee that there was an inequality in the 


dell, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—21. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I offer another | 
amendment, to come in after line seventy-nine: 

Provided, That the present pay of the clerks to the coni- 
mandant and staff of the United States Marine Corps at 
Washington shall be increased twenty per cent., to com- 
mence with the present fiscal year. 

Mr. HUNTER. If we go on increasing sala- | 
ries partially in this way, we shall have applica- | 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It appeared to the 


| compensation of the clerks in this part of the 


| increase of salaries. 


And provided, That this provision shall not be construed as i] 


a recognition of any rights of the officers of the late Texas 
navy to be incorporated into the Navy of the United States. 


Mr. HUNTER. We have not time for debate; 
but I must ask for the yeas and nays on that 
amendment. Weare not bound to pay the Texas 
navy. 

Mr. RUSK. 
three times. 
debated, but cannot be at this late hour. Let the 
committee of conference who will fix this appro- 
priation bill have a chance at it. 

The yeas and nays were ordere d. 


It has passed the Senate two or 


It is a subject which ought to be | 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The Committee gp | 


Naval Affairs have made this proposition to the 
Si nate 


would be a final termination of the controversy 
which has existed on this floor ever since the 
annexation of ‘Texas in regard to this subject. 
Thisamendment proposes to give them five years’ 


waiting-orders pay, according to the rate paid in 
the Navy of the United States, upon the express 
provision that no right is recognized in those 


United States—implying that they have no right 
to demand this sum of money stricti juris; but, 
nevertheless, many of the older members of this 
body are aware that we have repeatedly had the 
subject before us in the Senate. Nota session, 


I believe, has passed that the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs have not beén applied to by a resolution 
of the Senate to inquire into this subject. Itisa 
question of great difficulty. These officers feel 
that the mannerin which they have been treated 
is a great hardship; and yet the committee have 
never felt warranted in taking the position that 


in behalf of these officers, supposing it | 


they were entitled, according to the convention | 


by which Texas was annexed, to become officers || Flushing avenue. 


This propo- | 


of the Navy of the United States, 
sition is offered by way of compromise, and as 
& final adjustment of the question; and on that 
ground I hope the Senate will accede to it. 

Mr. RUSK. 
The history of this matter is pretty well known. 
Under the language contained in the joint reso- 
Juuions of annexation, the Legislature of Texas, 
since the time of the annexation, have contended 
that these officers were entitled to come into the 
Navy of the United States. Their claim has been 
resisted by the naval osficers of the United States. 
It has been a subject-matter of controversy since 
the time Texas was annexed. On one occasion, 
the Senate passed an amendment to the naval 
appropriation bill allowing them to come in as 
officers of the Navy of the United States. It was 
defeated in the House of Representatives. On 
two other occasions, an amendment was adopted 
by the Senate by a pretty considerable majority 
to give them pay up to the time of its adoption. 
This amendment proposes to finally settle the 
whole controversy by giving them five years’ leave- 
of-absence pay. My opinion is, that they are 
entitled to more. 1 shall, however, vote for this 
amendment, and I trust it will pass the Senate. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bel! of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
Brown, Cass, Douglas, Green, Hale, Iverson, James, John- 
eon, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory Nourse, 
Pratt, Rask, Sebastian, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson 
of New Jersey, Toucey, Weller, and Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beil of New Hampshire, Bright, Brod- 
bead, Clay, Collamer, Evans, Fessenden, Fishy ick, 


I shall not detain the Senate. | 
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| sippi has just said he will conceive it his duty to 


| be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money 
|| in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, subject to the 


officers to be incorporated into the Navy of the | 


public service. The committee thought proper 
to remedy it now. Itis not beyond the rates of 
compensation allowed other clerks at. the mavy- 
yard. Itis to equalize them. 

Mr. HUNTER. If we adopt this, we shall 
have applications from every Department for an 


Mr. ADAMS. If the salary of one portion of | 
the clerks is increased, I know they are all very 
much of the opinion that all the clerks should 
profit by it. If this be adopted, I shall have to 
offer an amendment for others. 

Mr. MALLORY. The entire increase for eight 
clerks here is $1,500. It is simply to give them 
the twenty percent. others nowget. They receive | 
no more than their old salaries. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Missis- 


move the addition of all clerks. That will be the | 
éffect of this amendment. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. PEARCE. I desire to offer an amend- | 
ment, which has the sanction of the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs: | 
And be it further enacted, That for preparing, arranging, 


classifying, and labeling the specimens of natural history || 


brought home by the North Pacifie exploring and surveying 
expedition, and for reporting the same to Congress, with 
the appropriate drawings and catalogues, the sum of $15,000 





control of the Secretary of the Navy. 


Mr. HUNTER. Does that provide for printing 


| a book, or merely for arranging the specimens ? 


Mr. PEARCE. It provides for no publication 
at all, but merely for arranging the specimens. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FISH. lam instructed by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs to offer an amendment, to come 
in on page 5, after line one hundred and four, 


after the appropriation for the New York navy- 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


yard: 
For the construction 


sewer upon Flushing avenue, 
to Vanderbilt avenue, t 


ce through the United States 
grounds to Wallabout water, $60,000: Provided, That the | 
city of Brooklyn shall pay one half the cost of the same on 


This is rendered necessary by the action of the 
Government in filling up these low grounds to 
which the waters flow. The city owns the cone 

tis 
provided in the amendment that the city shall pay 
one half the cost on its side. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FISH. Iam instructed by the same com- 


mittee to offer another amendment of some length, 
roviding for increased pay to officers in the 


upon one side, the Government the rest. 


The pay of the captains, commanders, and lieutenants in 
the Navy of the United States, who shall respectively have 
performed the amount of sea service hereinafter mentioned, 
shal), while they are on duty, be increased as follows, viz : 
Captains who shall have performed more than fifteen years 
of sea service shall, when in comniand of or attached to 
vessels for sea service, receive, in addition to the annual 
pay to which they may be entitled by present existing laws, 
a sum equal to sixty dollars for each full year above fifteen 
years of sea service actually performed ; and when in com- 
mand of or attached to navy-yards, or employed on other 
duty, they shall receive in addition, as aforesaid, a sum 
equal to forty-five dollars for each full year above fifteen 
years of sea service actually performed. Commanders who 
shall have performed more than twelve years of sea service 
shall, when in command of or attheched to vessels for sea 
service, receive, in addition to the annual pay to which 
they may be entitled by present existing laws, a sum equal 
to seventy-two dollars for each full year above twelve years 
of sea service actually periormed ; and when in command 
of or attached to navy-yards, or employed on other duty, 
they shall receive in addition, as aforesaid, a sum equal to 
fifty-four dollars for each full year above twelve years of sea 

Licutenants who shall have 

nine of sea service shall, when 

to vessels for sea se 
annual pay 


service aétually 
performed more 
in command of or 
ceive, in addition 
be entitled by 


ce, re- 
pay to which they may 
existing laws, a am equal to eighty 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. , : | such officer, for the purposes of this secti y 
|| tions for an increase in all the Departments. | aed ee 
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I have another |! F oster, Geyer, Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Seward, Sli- —. for each full year above nine years of sea serv, 
actually 

, employed on other duty, they shall receive in 
|, aforesaid, a sum equal to sixty dollars for each full yea 


performed ; and when attached to navy-yards or 
addition, as 


above nine years of sea service actually performed, Na 
service hereafter performed in other than the vessels of 
the Navy shall be considered as sea service. But whe 

any captain, commander, or lieutenant, may, on account of 
peculiar fitness for any particular duty, have been thereto 


|, assigned, the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized 
|| if, in his judgment, the character of the services performed’ 


and the circumstances of the assignment, and the continy’ 
ance of the officer in such duty render it proper, to credit 


: ith sue 
amount of sea service as he shall deem equitable, ~ 
? , 


however, to exceed the time the officer shall have been em, 
ployed in such particular duty: Provided, That in such case 
he shall report to Congress, at the earliest Opportunity, the 
name of the officer, the peculiar nature and duration of 
the particular duty performed, the amount of sea service 
credited, and the reasons therefor. The pay of captains 
when on leave of absence or waiting orders, shalj hereafter 
be $2,000 instead of $2,500. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I beg leave to suggest to my 
friend from New York that, while I cordially ap. 
prove of the principles and generally of the details 
of the amendment he has offered, I am entirely 
satisfied that at the present advanced stage of the 
session this matter cannot be sufficiently explained 
to the Senate to admit probably of its passage, 
and I suggest to him the propriety of withdray. 
ing it. 

Mr. FISH. The Senator has probably antici. 
pated what I intended to state. The Naval Com. 
mittee, after a very full examination of the subject 
of increasing the pay, have come to the conely- 


:, sion that the plan embodied in the amendments 


the proper mode for the compensation of officers 
of the Navy, making a distinction among those 
who have done duty, and paying them for excess 
of service over the average which they may have 


| performed, and also making a distinction between 


sea service and duty ashore. A great difficulty 
in the present compensation is the small difference 
between leave-of-absence pay and sea service pay, 
There is no difference whatever asa general rule, 
or but a very slight one, between sea pay and 
shore pay. The committee were first in hopes 
that the bill would have been taken up in time to 
consider this proposition, but if it were to give 
rise to debate, I had the assent of the committee 
this morning to withdraw the amendment. I was 
instructed, Secs. to present it, asking that it 
might be put on record before the public as the 
mature views of the committee, to be taken here- 
after, by any other body which may come to act 
upon it, as the result of the deliberations of the 
committee. I will not press the amendment toa 
vote. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- 
ment, founded on a proposition made by the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropueap:] 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretaries of War 
and the Navy be authorized, under the direction of the 
President, to employ such officers of the Army and Navy as 
may be necessary for the purpose to make exploration and 
verification of the surveys already made of a ship canal 
near the Isthmus of Darien, to connect the waters of the 
Atlantic and Pacific by the Atrato and Truando rivers: 
Provided, That the expense shali not exceed $25,100, which 
are hereby appropriated therefor out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. If this amendment be offered, 
I hope it will be attached to some one of the internal 
improvement bills—not to the naval appropriation 
bill. Let us not get up a discussion on the sub- 
ject here in the little ume left us. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The same amendment was 
reported last year, and passed the Senate without 
any difficulty. It is not for any purpose of in- 
ternal improvement. It is for the employment 
of the officers of the Navy to give a character of 
authenticity to those private surveys which have 
been made across the Isthmus of Darien. If 
those private surveys shall turn out to be reliable, 
we shall have acquired a knowledge of one of the 
most important facts as regards the history of 
the foreign commerce of this country, particularly 
the commerce between the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans. The object is to verify the surveys 
already. made—not to make any new surveys by 
sending out a detachment of officers of the Navy 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ihave another amendment 
to offer by direction of the Committee on Com- 
merce he amendment is in response to the 


resolution of the Senate on the motion of 
the Senator frem cite eaten (Mr. Wirson:] 


And be it further enactetl, That the Secretary of the Navy 
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be. e is hereby, authorized to cause to be extended | 
bo, ae geal the exploration of the Parana and the tribu- | 
series of the Paraguay river: Provided, That the expense 
thereof shall not exceed $25,000, which are hereby appro- 

rated for that purpose out of any money in the Treasury | 
not otherwise appropriated. 


! 

The amendment was agreed to. | 
| 

| 


Mr. SEWARD. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offeran amendment. Itis | 
in compliance with a resolution introduced by the 
honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss:] 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
cause an exploration to be made by some conipetent officer 
of the Navy of the river Niger in Afriea, with a view to as- | 
certain its navigability, and that for that purpose may cause 
to be prepared or procured a small steam vessel adapted to 
river navigation; and that a sum not exceeding $25,00), in 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy, is hereby ap- | 
propriated to the purpose of this act out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. | 

Mr. HUNTER. In regard to these explora- 
tions, I think it jis very good employment for a 
navy ifa peers be put in the amendments, that | 
they shall not cause extra pay, and not cause 
extra expense for all naval purposes; but I do 
not know that we ought to send them merely for 
the purpose of promoting geographical inquiry. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I am willing to accept the 
proposition of the Senator from Virginia as to 
extra pay, to insert as a proviso: 


Provided, That no extra pay be allowed to such officers 
for this service. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I thihk that amendment is 
altogether superfluous. 
two cases in which extra pay has been accorded. 





We have had before the Committee on Naval Af- | 


fairs of the Senate some eight or ten applications 
of officers claiming pay on the Japan expedition 
and the Behring’s Straits expedition; but the 
committee have uniformly reported against those 
allowances, and the Senate has sustained their re- 
port. I think it would be wellenough that these 
gentlemen should understand there is no prob- | 
ability of receiving extra pay; but the amendment 
would seem to imply that, as a general rule, they 
ought to have it. I think it would be safer to 
dispense with that modification. 

Mr. HUNTER, I think it might justas well be 


known, because if we create expeditions, and give | 


extra pay to some and not to others, it causes 

dissatisfaction and inequality in the service. I 

think it had better be known that that is the rule. 
Mr. TOOMBS. It ought to be the rule. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Ihave prepared an amend- | 
ment which is more general than that read from | 
the table by the Clerk, and which will apply to | 


all these explorations, and not to this particular 
one. 

Mr. HUNTER. I withdraw mine, in order 
that the Senator may offer his. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. My amendment is: 

Provided, That no extra pay nor allowance shall be 


granted to any of the officers or men employed in the ex- 
plorations authorized by the present act. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


to; and the amendment as amended was adopted. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; | 


and the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. 


Mr. MALLORY. I will offer the amendment 


which was voted down last evening, when there | 


was but a bare quorum present: 


“And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, 


be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause a stone dry-dock | 
for the naval service to be constructed, upon the most ap- | 


proved plan, at the navy-yard at Pensacola, Florida, and 
that towards defraying the expense thereof the sum of 
$100,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. I should vote for a stone dry- 
dock there, if we had the estimates and plans, 


and knew what was to be the cost; but we cannot | 


how, at this late stage of the session, mature a 


schme for that. [ think there ought to be a stone | 


dry-dock on the Gulf. 

r. MALLORY. The proposition before you 
has been reported about two months, and the 
plans and estimates for the dock have been before 
the Senate for the same time. We have a depart- 
mental plan and a departmental report on the 

resent dock. I will not debate the proposition. 

would rather withdraw the amendment than 
have a debate on it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I feel bound by a sense 


¢ duty to restate my objections to this proposi- 
ion, 


There have been one or | 


A 
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Mr. WELLER, These items have all been 
recommended by the engineer department for 
several years. Nearly, if not quite all of them, 
I think, are recommended by the Secretary of War 
as works indispensably necessary for the protec- 
tion of the commerce of the country. In fact, 
these ee ought to have been made long 
since. e have a bill pending now in the Senate, 
I understand, for the distribution of the surplus 
in the Treasury amongst the respective States. 
I think that the money can be more properly 
expended in putting the country in a proper state 
of defense. Now, whilst we have a redundancy 
in the Treasury, is the proper time to make these 
appropriations for the construction of fortifica- 
tions. I offer another amendment: 

For the erection of a fort on the site of Fort Tompkins, 
in the State of New York, $150,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. 
to offer: 
For fortifications at the entrance of Kennebec river, Maine, 
$100,000, 
The amendment was agreed to: 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask the Senator from 
California if he has not an amendment to report 
for the construction of fortifications in Portland 
harbor, which was recommended by the engineer 
corps? 

Mr. WELLER. The amendments I have of- 
fered were all agreed to by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and recommended by the Sec- 
retary of War. I will move an additional amend- 
ment for the purpose stated by the Senator from 
Maine. The appropriation recommended by the 
War Department is $50,000. 1 offer this amend- 
ment: 

For the commencement of a fortification on Hog [sland 
ledge, in Portland harbor, 350,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to correct an error 
made in the appropriation for the fortifications at 
Sandy Hook. I find that the recommendation 
of the War Department is $250,000, instead of 
$150,000. I ask that the amendment be made to 
conform to th®recommendation of the Depart- 
ment, taking it for granted that that amount of 
money can be profitably expended there. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
perhaps had better move to reconsider the vote 
adopting the amendment, with a view to modify 
it. 

Mr. WELLER. I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the appropria- 
tion for Sandy Hook was increased from $150,000 
to $250,000, and as thus modified was agreed to, 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 
the Whole were concurred in, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. It 
was read the third time, and passed. . 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSES. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttoo, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed the following Senate bills: 

A bill (No. 530) for the relief of John Riley, 
an Indian, of the State of Michigan; and 

A bill (No. 502) to amend an act granting pub- 
lic lands, in alternate sections, to the State of 
Alabama, to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads in said State. 

Also, that it had passed the bill of the Senate 
(No. 580) for the adjustment of private land claims 
in the States of Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Missouri, and for other purposes, with an amend- 
ment; in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message also announced that the House 
disagreed to the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R, No. 616) making appropriations for 
the support of the Army for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1858, and asked a conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; and 
had appointed Mr. Quirman, Mr. Haven, and 
Mr. AKEMAN, conferees on the part of the 
House. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- 
sisted upon its amendments disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives, and agreed to the con- 
ference asked by the House on the disagreeing 


Mr. MALLORY. I withdraw the amendment. 
‘The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read | 
the third time, and passed. 


WwW. W. WIMMER. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the | 
House joint resolution (No. 36) for the relief of | 
W. W. Wimmer, late postmaster at West Zanes- | 
ville, Ohio, reported it back without amendment. | 

Mr. PUGH. [ask the Senate to consider that | 
resolution now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, | 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the | 
joint resolution, the object of which is to author- | 
ize the Postmaster General to allow and pay to | 
William W. Wimmer, late postmaster at West | 
Zanesville, Ohio, for service performed by him | 
as special mail messenger to transport the mail | 
between his post office and the cars of the Centra | 
Ohio Railroad Company, from May, 1855, to No- | 
vember, 1856, inclusive, such rate of compensa- | 
tion as he may consider just and reasonable, not 
to exceed in the aggregate the sum of $100. 

The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered to a third reading, read | 
the third time, and passed. i 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Cuttom, its Clerk, was received, announc- 
ing that the House of Representatives had passed | 
the bill of the Senate (No. 4) to settle certain ac- | 
counts between the United States and the State | 
of Mississippi, and other States. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill (H. R. No. 634) making appropriation | 
for fortifications and other works of defense, and | 
for repairs of barracks and quarters, for the year | 
ending June 30, 1858, which had been reported 
by the Committee on Finance without amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. WELLER. | have an amendment to offer | 
from the Committee on Military Affairs, to add | 
to the bill: 

For fortifications for the defense of the inner passes into | 
Mobile bay, known as Grant’s Pass and Pass Au Heron, | 
$100,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. I have another amendment 
to offer. ‘These amendments are for the various 
systems of defense recommended 7 the engineer | 
department and the Secretary of War: | 


For fortification for the defense of the entrance to Gal- 
veston harbor and bay, Texas, $100,000. 


Mr. PEARCE. Is that recommended by the | 
War Department? 
Mr. RUSK. Certainly; and a bill passed the 
Senate at the last session for this very object. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WELLER. I have another amendment | 
to offer: 
For the fortification of Ship sland, coast of Mississippi, | 
$100,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WELLER. I have another amendment: | 


To purchase a site and construct additional defenses for | 
San Francisco, California, $300,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. I have another: 


For fortifications at the entrance of New Bedford harbor, | 
$150,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WELLER. I offer another amendment: 
i 


I have another amendment 








————— 


=_”j_»”»”D(A”J->-XK--——————— 


} 
! 





| 





} 
| 
i 
| 
} 
j 
| 


For fortifications at Sandy Hook, New Jersey, outlet of 
New York, $150,000. . 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. Nearly all of these amend- 
'| ments were included, at the last session, in a bill | 
which was laid on the table an hour or two before | 
| the adjournment, when it was found impossible to | 


| 
| 


pass it. I offer another amendment: 


| For the commencement of a fort opposite to Fort Schuy- 
ler, New York, $150,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope the Senator will | 
state, when he offers these amendments, whether 
they have the sanction of the War Department, 
| or of the Committee on Military Affairs. t 
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Mr. Wexier, and Mr. Srvart, were appointed 
conferees on the part of the Senate. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A subsequent message from the House of Rep- || 
resentatives, by Mr. Conziom, their Clerk, an- || 
nounced that the House agreed to the report of || 
the committee of conference on the bill (H. R. 
No. 636) making appropriations for the service || 


THE CON 








light-house duty, the payment of which is no longer pro- 











Florida, to their condition prior tu the burricane of the 27u. 
and 28th of August, 1856, $29,053 81. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- | 
nance was to strike out all after the word ‘‘ De- 
partment,”’ in line one hundred and fifty-four, to | 


the end of line one hundred and fifty-five, and 
insert $6,508 82; so that the clause will read: 


For fuel and quarters for officers of the Army serving on 





of the Post Office Department for the year ending | vided for by the quartermaster’s department, $6,508 &2. 


June 30, 1858. 
REVENUE LAWS. 


The amendment was agreed to. | 
The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- | 


The message also announced that the House || nance was in page 7, after line one hundred and 
of Representatives had passed the bill (8S. No. || fifty-five, to insert: 


586) to amend the act reducing the duty on im- || 


1846, with an amendment. 
On motion of Mr. SEWARD, the amendment | 


was non-concurred in. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


| 
| 
The message furtherannounced that the Speaker || 
of the House had signed several enrolled bills; |} 
which were then signed by the President pro tem- | 
pore, Viz: 
An act to constitute Selma, in the State of || 
Alabama, a port of delivery; 
An act for the relief of Mary Hooker; 
An act reducing the duty on imports, and for 
other purposes; and 
An act making a grant of land to the Territory || 
of Minnesota, in alternate sections, to aid in the | 
construction of certain railroads in said Terri- | 
tory, and granting public lands, in alternate sec- | 
tions, to aid in the construction of a certain rail- || 
road in said State. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I am directed by the Com- 


mittee on Finance, towhom was referred the bill | 
(H. R. No. 615) making appropriations for cer- | 
tain civil expenses of the Government for the year | 
ending the 30th of Lune, 1858, to report it back 
with amendments. I move that the bill bé now 
taken up and considered. 

The motion was agreed to; ang the Senate pro- | 
ceeded, as in Committee of the le, to consider 
the bill. 

The first amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was, on page 3, after line fifty, to insert: 


For contingent expenses incident to the construction of | 
the custom house at Ellsworth, Maine, $15,000. | 
For grading and fencing grounds of the new ecustom- 
house at Belfast, Maine, §5,000,. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 

















The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was, after line fifty-five, to insert: 

For grading and fencing the grounds of the new marine 
hospital at San Francisco, California, $60,000. 

For the purpose of adding an additional story to the cus- 
tom house and post office building at Petersburg, Virginia, 
$80,000: Provided, That no part of the said sum of money 
hereby appropriated shall be expended for the construction 
of a portico to said building. 

The amendment was agreed to, 


‘The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert after line fifty-five: 


For finishing, repairing, refitting, and refurnishing the 
marine hospital at Paducoh, Kentucky, $10,000, 


ports, and for other purposes, passed July 30, || 92.061 14. ee eee en ee SaneyD 
| $2, " 


| clause will read: 





The amendment was agreed to, 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was, in line sixty, after the word “ grad- 
ing,’ to insert ** the grounds belonging to;’’ so 
that the clause will read: 

For fencing and grading the grounds belonging to the 
marine hospital at Portland, Maine; and for introducing 
water, erecting stables, removing and repairing old building 
for pest- house, and putting in kitchen ranges, $16,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to strike out all after the word “ as- 
sistants,”’ in line seventy-seven, to and including 
the word “lakes,”’ in line seventy-nine, so that 
the clause will read: 

For salaries of five hundred and forty-three keepers 


of tight-houses and light-beacons, and other assistants, 
$217,200, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 


nance was to insert after line one hundred and 
fitt v-one: 


Por restoring the light-house works near Coffin’s Patches, 


For compensation of two superintendents for the life | 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on 
inance was to insert: 

For compensation of fifty-four keepers of stations, 


=} 


| $7,123 80. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert: 

For contingencies of life stations on the coasts of Long | 
Island and New Jersey, $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to, 


The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was in page 8, after the word ‘‘ and,”’ in | 
the one hundred and seventy-fourth line, to strike | 
out ‘* seventy,’ and insert ‘ sixty,;’’ so that the 





For surveying in Louisiana at augmented rates now au- 
thorized by law, $4,766. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the Committee on | 
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Finance was to strike out from line two hundred 
and fifty-five to line two hundred and fifty-eight | 
inclusive, in the following words: 

For annual repairs of the President’s House and furniture, 
improvement of grounds, purchasing trees and plants for 


garden, and making hot-beds therein, and contingent ex- 
penses incident thereto, $6,000. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 

For annual repairs of the President’s House and furniture, 
(including the painting of the East room and entire work 
of the interior, fitting up the water closets and cisterns, and 
making other necessary improvements,) improvement of 
grounds, purchasing trees and plants for garden, end making 
hot-beds therein, and contingent expenses incident thereto, 
$11,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

| 


The next amendment of the Committee on 


| Finance was to insert: 


For refurnishing the President’s House, to be expended 
under the direction of the@resident, in addition to the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of such of the furniture and equipage as 
may be decayed and unfit for use, $20,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert at the end of the bill: 


For completing and furnishing the building purchased of 
the Bank of Pennsylvania, to adapt it to the uses of the 
post office in the city of Philadelphia, $100,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert at the eifd of the bill: 

For expense of loans and Treasury notes, $5,000, being | 
so much of the amount of such appropriation heretofore 
made, as was carried to the surplus fund on the 30th of 
June, 1856, which is hereby reappropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert at the end of the bill: 

To enable the Secretary of State to purchuse five hun- 
dred copies of the stereotyped edition of the Diplomatic Cor- 
respondence of the Revolution, for distribution to such pub- | 
lic institutions, at home and abroad, and to such foreign 
Governments, as may not have been supplied with a copy 
of the first edition, $15,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert at the end of the bill: 

To enable the President of the United States to carry into | 
effect the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1819, and any 
subsequent acts now in force, for the suppression of the 
slave trade, $8,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next améndment of the Committee on 
Finance was to insert at the end of the bill: 


To enable the Secretary of State to pay for the services 
of Dr. James Morrow as agriculturist to the Japan expedi- 
uon, under Commodore Perry, such sum as shall be tound 








ne 


due under the act for his relief, approv: ~ 
$5,995 60, or so much thereof as may Ce 185i, 
Mr. HUNTER. To show that this is not a 
private claim, I will merely state that a bill was 
eo for his relief containing no appropriation 
his amendment makes an appropriation to mee; 
that law. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add at the end of the bill: 


For expenses of pecking and distributing the congres. 
sional Journajs and documents, in pursuance of a provision 
contained in the joint resolution of Congress, approved Wen 
of January, 1857, $22,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add at the end of the bill: 

For a small class revenue cutter, to be located in the col. 
lection district of Key West, $5,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance was to add at the end of the bill: 


To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to cause such 
experiments and analyses of different beds of ore as to test 
whether any of such ores, in their native state, possess 
alloys that will resist the tendency to oxydize to a greater 
extent than others; and to ascertain under what circum. 
stances found, and where, in order to facilitate the proper 
selections of iron for public works, $2,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. I am instructed by the Com. 
mittee on Finance to offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For packing and distributing the Journals and congres- 
sional documents to such schools, colleges, public libraries, 
atheneums, literary and scientific institutions, boards of 
trade, or public associations, as may be designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior to receive them, under the joint 
resolution approved January 28, 1857, $10,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator from 
Maryland that there is an appropriation already 
contained in the bill of $22,000 for packing and 
distributing documents. That should cover the 
whole expense. 

Mr. PEARCE. ThenI withdraw that amend- 
ment, and send to the Chair another: 


To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the super- 
intendent of the building occupied by said Secretary and 
his Department from the Ist day of January, 1855, to the 
30th of June, 1858, the allowances to be made to such su- 
perintendent, with his salary as clerk, not to exceed $2,000 
per annum, the sum of $700. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. I have three amendments to 
offer from the Committee on the Library. They 
are unanimously recommended by that committee 
and by the Committee on Public Grounds and 
Buildings. The first is to add; 

For inclosing the Botanic Garden with a substantial iron 
railing with granite base, $20,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. The next amendment of the 
Committee on the Library is to add: 

For flagging the main avenue in the Botanic Garden, ané 
for stone gutter for same, $3,360. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. The next amendment is to 
insert: 

For the construction of a wooden bridge, with a double 
track, across the canal, in the line of Maine avenue, $1,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I have two amendments 
to offer from the Committee on Finance. I am 
directed by that committee to offer the following 
amendment, based on a letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury: 

To reimburse the commissioner of customs for expenses 
incurred and services performed in the collection of moneys 


due to the United States prior to the Ist of April, 1853, the 
sum of $1,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I offerthe following amend- 
ment, to be inserted as a new section: 


And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint or em- 
ploy, in his official household, the following officers, to wit: 
One private secretary, at an annual salary of $2,500 ; one 
clerk of class 3; one steward, at an annual salary of $1,200, 
who shall, under the direction of the President, have charge 
of and be responsible for the plate and furniture of the Pres- 
ident’s mansion, and shall discharge such other duties as 
the President may assign him ; one messenger, at an and 
salary of $900; and one assistant messenger, at an annu 
salary of $750; and such sum as may be necessary to carry 
into effect the provisions of this section to the 30th of June, 
1858, is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 





